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When Johnny Carson hosted The Tonight Show 
he interviewed an eight-year-old boy  
who rescued two friends from a West Virginia coalmine.  

Do you go to Sunday school? 
Yes… 

What are you learning? 
We learned Jesus went to a wedding 
and turned water into wine. 

The crowd roared…  
And what did you learn from that story? 

If you're going to have a wedding,  
make sure you invite Jesus! 

 
If you're going to have a wedding, make sure you invite Jesus! 
And not just for the endless supply of fine wine 
 
But to have the actual presence of God 
Deeply embedded in that marriage… a Holy Union 
 
I’ve officiated at lots of weddings 
in this church… in other churches… in wedding chapels… 
at the beach… in parks… even at a theme park… 
 
A few years ago, many of you Ladies were at the Epiphany Tea 
Where 100 wedding dresses were on display! And the stories! 
Benchmarks of human progress… told through wedding dresses 
 
Today, weddings are big business… 
To the tune of 86 billion dollars a year!  
Employing over than 800,000 people 
It’s even big TV business… ever seen Say Yes to the Dress? 
Where “Brides to be” shell out as much as $40,000 for a wedding gown 
Although, to be fair, the national average is around $1,200 
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Plus… there are dresses and tuxedos for bridesmaids and groomsmen 
 
And don’t forget florists, musicians, decorators, caterers, printers, 
jewelers, photographers, videographers, bakers, hairdressers, 
manicurists and make-up artists 
 
Let’s not forget the venues  
for the service, the reception, the rehearsal dinner, guest rooms  
 
and of course... bachelor & bachelorette parties,  
 
But wait! The honeymoon 
Airline tickets, hotel reservations, transportation, flowers & Champaign. 
 
The average American wedding costs $26,444 
Although most couples keep it under 10 thousand dollars 
 
Whatever the cost, wedding planning is essential. 
 
One popular wedding website has a timeline/checklist… 
A twelve-hundred-and-thirty-three-word… 
 
It takes longer just to read it… than to listen to this sermon! 
 
The saddest thing… God is never mentioned… Prayer is optional 
The only hint of faith… is the word “Officiant” next to a tiny check box 
 
And we wonder why God’s presence is missing in so many relationships. 
and not just marriage relationships… ALL relationships! 
Jesus was certainly present at the wedding in Cana 
Can’t you just hear his mother’s voice? 
Jesus! Come over here! They’re out of wine! Do something! 

No! It’s not my time! 
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I bet Mother Mary gave him the look… 
 
Several gigantic clay water jars were filled with water 
And instantly turned into containers of the finest wine 
And in that moment… the secret was out. 
Jesus was not just a carpenter 
He was… and is… the Messiah… the Son of God 
 
No one I know… has prayed over water jars…  
And then poured Pinot Grigio from them 
But If we pray for God’s presence… He will be there… 
 
Praying for God’s presence isn’t just for weddings… 
It’s for every relationship… major or minor… 
Permanent or brief…  
 
Our Marriage Rites call the presence of God into the moment… 
 
Dearly beloved:  
We have come together in the presence of God  
to witness and bless the joining together of this man and this woman  
in Holy Matrimony. 
 
The bond and covenant of marriage was established by God in creation, 
and our Lord… Jesus Christ… adorned this manner of life  
by his presence and first miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  
 
It signifies to us the mystery of the union between Christ and his Church, 
and Holy Scripture commends it to be honored among all people. 
 
Therefore marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly,  
but reverently, deliberately. 
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This is a far different checklist than the one I described earlier… 
 
If marriage truly signifies the mystery 
Of the union between Christ and his church 
Between God and his people 
Then finding mutual joy  
Is more about mutually finding the presence of God… together… 
Than anything else 
 
Bringing the presence of God into a relationship 
Will last far longer 
And bring more joy 
Than a glamorous gown, a bling-y ring, a fantastic honeymoon 
 
A wedding is a starting place… 
For the couple at Cana 
And for Christ’s mission on earth 
A starting place…  
For spending time in the presence of God 
 
The Declaration of Consent… 
Teaches us how we are love 
And not just spouses… but all our neighbors 
 
You will love them… Comfort them… Honor them… 
In sickness… In health… And be faithful to them… 
 
I am blessed to have a few friends that love me that way 
 
If God’s not in these promises… They’re empty words 
Because fulfilling this commitment in our own self-will… is impossible 
For we are a sinful lot 
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But what if God is in it? 
What if God’s presence is in the middle of it? 
Then everyone has a chance. 
We have hope 
For with God all things are possible… 
 
The marriage blessing in the Book of Common Prayer 
Wasn’t used at that wedding in Cana 
But it could have been… 
 
 
 
 
This Gospel story comes around once every three years… 
So, I’d like all those who are married to stand for a blessing… 
 
 
 
And now I’d like the rest of you to please stand as well… 
 
Because this blessing of God is also for you… 
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Most gracious God,  
we give you thanks for your tender love  
in sending Jesus Christ to come among us,  
to be born of a human mother,  
and to make the way of the cross to be the way of life.  
We thank you, also,  
for consecrating the union of man and woman in his Name.  
 
By the power of your Holy Spirit,  
pour out the abundance of your blessing upon these people. 
Defend them from every enemy.  
Lead them into all peace.  
Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts,  
a mantle about their shoulders,  
and a crown upon their foreheads.  
 
Bless them in their work and in their companionship;  
in their sleeping and in their waking;  
in their joys and in their sorrows;  
in their life and in their death. 
Finally, in your mercy,  
bring them to that table  
where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,  
one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 


