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If you want to follow me… 
Then take up your cross and follow me. 
 
It’s one thing to follow Jesus… 
But do we really have to take up a cross to do it? 
 
And… what is that cross? 
 
A church wanted to improve attendance, 
so they hired big time, “we get results” consulting firm.  
So they dug into the data… held focus groups… analyzed everything 
After months of work, they presented their findings 

Get rid of all the crosses in the church…  
because the crosses might send a negative message 
to prospective young worshippers! 

 
These high-powered execs may have had brilliant ideas in the past 
But this wasn’t one of them. 
They missed the church’s BRAND entirely 
 
We’ve all seen popular logos 
An apple – for the computer 
A seashell – for gasoline 
A three pointed star – for Mercedes Benz 
 
But the cross… 
The cross is a dramatic symbol of faith, hope, and love. 
The cross is a symbol of God’s love for us. 
The cross is a constant reminder of how God wants us to live 
…as sacrificial servants.  
We are not called to be prima donnas… We are called to be servants.  
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In 1984… Poland was under communist rule 
The order came down… Remove crucifixes from school classrooms. 
They were already banned in factories, hospitals, and other institutions. 
waves of anger and resentment swept across Poland. 
Ultimately the government relented. They kept the law on the books.  
but agreeing not to enforce it in schools. 
One school administrator wouldn’t let it go 
Seven large crucifixes were removed from lecture halls where they hung 
for 60 years.  
Parents and students hung more crosses. 
The administrator tore them out too 
four hundred students staged a sit-in.  
Riot police forced the protestors out of the school and into the streets.  
 
Then… the people got serious… 
 
From the New York Times… 
Some 3,000 young people, many with tears streaming down their faces, 
attended a morning-long mass in protest against the removal of 
crucifixes from their classrooms. 
A protest by agricultural students over the issue led to an official order 
indefinitely closing the nearby complex of agricultural colleges, and 
three high schools in a rural village 40 miles southeast of Warsaw.  
 
The headline read… Schools Are Empty.  
The images… and the words went around the world 
There is no Poland without a cross. 
 
And there is no Kingdom of heaven for us, without a cross… 
This cross, this cross of Christ, is a sign to the world 
Of our faith, and our belief 
 
It is much more than a trinket to hang on our walls… around our necks 
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It is a SYMBOL of SACRIFICE… 
It’s not a get out GET OUT OF HELL ticket to flash at the pearly gates 
 
That would be cheap grace. Cheap grace?  
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote  
 
Cheap grace is…  
the preaching of forgiveness… without requiring repentance,  
Communion… without confession 
Absolution… without repentance. 
 
Cheap grace is grace without discipleship,  
grace without the cross,  
grace without Jesus Christ living and incarnate.  
 
Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field;  
When found, gladly go and sell all that you have to own it  
Costly grace is the most perfect pearl…  
That the merchant will sell all he his goods to own it. 
Costly grace is fishermen leaving their boats and nets to follow Jesus.  
Costly grace is the gospel sought again and again,  
the door on which we knock.  
 
When Jesus said to Peter,  

Get behind me, Satan, 
He actually meant, 

Peter, your place is behind me, not in front of me. 
It’s your job to follow me in the way I choose, 
not to try to lead me in the way YOU would like me to go. 
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The hardest part of taking up the cross 
Is giving up control 
 
That is the price we pay 
That is our cost of grace 
 
When we give our lives to Christ, 
We are no longer the same people 
We die to our old selves 
And we are re-born as servants of God. 
We begin to do things differently 
a little at first 
and over time we do more 
and more 
 
Surrendering to God is a process 
it doesn’t happen in an instant like flipping a light switch 
it takes time… effort… consistency… 
 
If we truly believe the Jesus in the Son of God 
And we are willing to take up our cross 
Where do we start?  
 
Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
 
Let love be genuine;  
hate what is evil,  
hold fast to what is good;  
love one another with mutual affection;  
outdo one another in showing honor.  
Do not lag in zeal,  
be ardent in spirit,  
serve the Lord.  
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Rejoice in hope,  
be patient in suffering,  
persevere in prayer.  
 
Contribute to the needs of the saints;  
extend hospitality to strangers.  
 
Bless those who persecute you;  
bless and do not curse them.  
 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  
Live in harmony with one another;  
do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly;  
do not claim to be wiser than you are.  
Do not repay anyone evil for evil,  
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  
 
Following… Jesus is NOT easy… But it is filled with grace 
And that grace is priceless. 
 
 


