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Here's a question.  For all of us. Can poverty and hunger ever be 

overcome?  Most of you know my passion for a world without 

hunger. A passion to reduce hunger and give hope to the poor. 

It’s where my heart lies.  

I’ll ask the question one more time.  

Can poverty and hunger ever be overcome?   

Reflect on today's Gospel reading as you think about the answer.  

How did you answer the question?   

How would Jesus answer that question?   

From the Gospel reading, you might think that Jesus didn't 

believe poverty and hunger could be overcome.  

Well, he did say, the poor you will always have with you. They'll 

always be here.  Is scriptural.    We just read John 12 and we 

heard Jesus's words as he said, the poor you will always have 

with you. So, should we get worried about taking on the plight of 

poverty, of hunger, and injustice in the world?   
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I don’t know about you, but if you ask me…it could sound like…a 

losing battle. This very verse is the one many use when trying to 

take the wind out of the sail of what Jesus commands us to do.   

I believe that Jesus really meant the exact opposite of what some 

people think he said. Let's set the stage. Remember when this 

conversation took place.  It was six days before the Passover 

feast, Jesus went to Bethany where Lazarus lived. You remember 

Lazarus?  Jesus raised him from the dead.  Lazarus wasn’t just a 

little bit dead.  He had been dead for FOUR days.  No one could 

dispute that Lazarus was truly raised from the dead.  Because of 

this, it was a dangerous time for Jesus. And for Lazarus. And at 

the very time Martha was preparing to serve a special dinner for 

her honored guests, the chief priests, were plotting to put Lazarus 

to death.    

Most of these high priests were Sadducees.  They didn’t believe 

in resurrection   They were not happy.  They were Sad U Cee!    

Now here’s Lazarus…a living example of life after death. Because 

Lazarus had been raised from the dead, many of the Jews were 

starting to follow Jesus. They were believing in him.  
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Having Lazarus around was an embarrassment to high Priests 

and their theological system. For them, there was only one 

solution to this embarrassing problem – kill Jesus and put Lazarus 

to death too.  

Martha was preparing to serve the food at this special dinner 

honoring Jesus.  Lazarus was sitting at the table with Jesus when 

Mary took out a pint of pure Nard. Nard was a very expensive oil 

and generally kept back for special anointing like at the time 

burial. Mary poured the oil on Jesus's feet and then wiped them 

with her hair.  The smell of sweet perfume filled the entire house. 

Judas Iscariot was also present at the dinner. And he didn’t like 

what Mary did... not one bit. Y'all remember Judas, the one who 

later was to hand Jesus over to be killed. Judas immediately 

asked.  Why wasn't this perfume sold? Why wasn't the money 

given to the poor people? Hey, this stuff is worth a year's pay…its 

valuable and too expensive to just waste on washing feet. Did 

Judas really care about the poor?  I don’t think so.  He was a 

thief.  In-charge of the money bag where the money would go 

from the sale.  
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He was a thief who would help himself to whatever was in the 

money bag. His concern was not for the poor… But for himself. 

He wasn’t going to get his cut of the money. How did Jesus react 

to Judas's comments? He said, Leave her alone. The perfume 

was meant for the day I am buried. You always have the poor 

among you. But you won't always have me.  

Jesus was trying to impress upon all of us the importance of 

taking care of those who will always be in the world who need our 

help…the poor.  And there will always be folks in need in our 

communities.  You can find them in the streets of Titusville; in 

Astronaut High School; in Parish Medical Center; and even in 

St. Gabriel’s.  And if we are to be great leaders in our community, 

and in our churches…we are to lead by great servanthood.   

Jesus had a habit of always referring to the law when teaching. 

This was no exception. He quoted from Deuteronomy 15.    

“If among you one of your brothers should become poor in 

any of your towns within your land that the Lord your God 

has given you, you shall not harden your heart… 
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or shut your hand against your poor brother, but you shall 

open your hand to him and lend him sufficient for his need,  

whatever it may be.  For the poor you will always have with 

you in the land. Therefore, I command you, you shall open 

wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and the poor, in 

your land.”   

Pause a moment…let it sink in.  Leadership by servanthood was 

not a suggestion given by Jesus.  It was a command to 

obedience.  

The next time someone says, “The poor you will always have with 

you…” Be sure to complete the sentence with the words of Jesus: 

“Therefore I command you, (not a suggestion) ‘You shall open 

wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in 

your land.”  

 Proverbs 28:27 tells us:  Those who give to the poor will lack 

nothing, but those who close their eyes to them receive 

many curses.   
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Jesus turns the world upside-down!  He it did then, and it does 

today. He calls us to be part of it...His Kingdom.  The poor are 

going to be lifted-up. The hungry are going to be fed.  

Your call…and my call…is to be open-handed…open hearted.  

Today’s Reading in Philippians… Paul clearly explains it:  

“Not that I have already obtained this (meaning 
righteousness) or have already reached the goal; but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me 
his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but this one thing I do:  forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”   
 

Is your life lacking in the joy of answering Christ’s call to 

serve others?   

Today is your day.  Your time.   

Your moment…to answer that call.   

Today just open your hand and open your heart and answer the 

call of Christ.        Open it…open it...                Amen 

	

	


