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When professor Steve Harper was earning his doctorate 
He traveled to the Methodist Center in London so he could read John Wesley’s 
original journals. In the center, they had daily Morning Prayer. 
At the appointed time, walked into the sanctuary.  
He was the only one there.  
The director entered from the sacristy and began the service.  
Afterwards, Steve asked him… Is it always this packed? 
When two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. 
 
I find great comfort in Jesus’ words…  
especially… since group gatherings are so different! 
If you… and one other person… gather in Jesus’ Name… 
He WILL Be There! 
  
But Jesus words right before these… are bit more troubling… 
If someone sins against you, go tell them. 
And if they ignore you, go back at them, but bring reinforcements 
And if they still ignore you, announce it to everybody 
And if they ignore everybody, then shun them. 
 
Wait a minute. What about forgiveness? 
And who are we to judge? I thought that was God’s role. 
No wonder that so many people skip right to the end. 
 
Comus, Duke of Florence liked to point out religion’s limitations 
You shall read that we are commanded to forgive our enemies, 
But you never read that we are commanded to forgive our friends. 
 
Whenever two or three are gathered in my name 
There will be two or three opinions on how things should be done. 
So… Jesus instructed his followers 
 
If someone sins against you 
By stealing, or lying, or dishonoring you, 
Treating you in a hateful manner 
Then you are to take them aside… and speak to them… alone. 
Not in a group… in private. 
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And speak your piece with kindness, gentleness.  
No shouting. No finger pointing. No trick questions. 
Tell them what God expects from all of us… including them 
And if they hear you… and apologize… and stop the behavior… 
There is forgiveness. 
And love fills the separation between you. 
 
But… 
If they push back. Deny it. Become angry… 
Don’t escalate the conflict. Walk away. 
 
Speak with a couple of friends, people who care about BOTH of you 
And try again, together. 
And if they hear you, and apologize, and stop the behavior, 
Then there is forgiveness 
And love fills the separation between you. 
 
But… 
If they still push back against your plea 
Then you are to bring the issue before the whole community! 
 
And if they still deny it… Turn your backs on them…  
and close the door. 
 
Jesus was OK with this… and here’s why… 
 
He loved his people so much 
He wanted nothing but the best for them. 
 
He wanted them to be with him in the Kingdom of heaven 
To spend eternity in God’s glorious presence…  
Not separated. Or Isolated. Or Alone. 
 
Remember when you were a kid and did something wrong? 
You were given a… time out. Sent to your room.  
You could hear the sounds of the other kids…  
Laughing… Having fun… But you weren’t part of it. 
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Now imagine that on a cosmic scale…  
Angels and Archangels and all the company of heaven…  
Rejoicing before the Lord… And you miss ALL OF IT! 
 
Jesus would do whatever it took…  
to take care of the people given to Him by the Father… 
 
It easy to latch onto this passage and use it like a club. 
But that’s NOT what Jesus told his followers to do. 
Jesus said… love one another 
Jesus said… help one another 
Jesus said… Let he who is without sin cast the first stone 
 
What if WE get pulled aside? 
What if WE are hurting someone? 
Do we dig in… refuse to listen…  
 
Norman Vincent Peal said, “The trouble with most of us?  
We’d rather be ruined by praise, than saved by criticism.”  
 
When two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. 
 
 
Difficult conversations… when Jesus is present… are grounded in love… Not 
judgement. Not self-righteousness.  
It allows God’s presence to break open even the hardest hearts…  
and fill them with the Light of Christ. 
 
We’ve all seen tv commercial and home videos 
with crazy and dangerous stunts. 
At the bottom of the screen… in small letters. 
Don’t try this at home. 
Not without specialized help. 
 
The same is true for all of our conversations. 
Especially with differences of opinion. 
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If what we have to say… is from God 
Then it’s about love. 
If it’s not about love 
It’s not from God. 
 
And if it truly IS from God… then it will flourish. 
And if NOT from God… it won’t. 
 
In my job, before going to seminary, I produced videos for a very large church.  
We were having lunch when the conversation soured 
Different opinions escalated. Voices became strident. Tension was palpable. 
The issue had nothing to do with me, so I just listened. 
When I finally did say something… it came out… 
Where is Jesus in all this? 
 
And the table fell silent. Reflective. Penitent. 
 
For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.  
 


