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The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Let us pray 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, 
hear our prayers for this parish family.  
Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. 
Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 
and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
This is our annual State of the Church report 
First up… Vestry elections. 
122 ballots were cast in last weekend’s voting  
and you have elected three new vestry members 
Lisa Barber, Ron Rowton and Jim Robey. 
We offer special thanks and appreciation for retiring vestry members: 
Steve Prenger who served as Senior Warden 
Allen Davies and Richard Cota, who served as treasurer. 
 
Although Richard Cota has completed his term on the vestry 
According to our church cannons and bylaws 
the treasurer is not required to be a member of the vestry. 
and I’m pleased that he has agreed to continue as treasurer. 
 
Your new Senior Warden is Carolyn Van Heusen 
Your new Junior Warden is Ron Rowton.  
Ron served as Junior Warden during his term from 2014 through 2016 
John Messerian, our former Junior Warden, is at home recovering. 
 
One of the benchmarks of church health is attendance 
Since 2009, we’ve had steady increases… from 165 to 203  
This year we had a slight decline in Average Sunday Attendance 188. 
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There are a couple of reasons why… 
The first Sunday was New Years Day… and we had fewer people 
We also had a hurricane and cancelled services that weekend. 
And the Fourth Sunday in Advent and Christmas Eve were the same day  
In addition, we had 22 funerals, as well as several family moves. 
On the up side, we had 9 baptisms, 12 confirmations & many 
newcomers 
 
When our attendance numbers began to flatten out,  
We looked at how we might continue our growth. 
We noticed over crowding at the 10:00 service 
And a heard a need to create a millennial friendly service. 
 
So we moved the 10:00 service to 9:30 and added an 11:30 service. 
It did not accomplish what we had hoped. 
 
Although the 11:30 service averages 30 people every week, 
It’s not enough to offset the decline in other service times. 
 
In addition, I wasn’t able to be with you during coffee hour. 
I couldn’t hold Sunday Morning Adult Forums or Newcomer Classes 
 
So, on February 4th, we will return to the old Sunday Morning schedule. 
 
5:30 and 7:30 remain the same…  
but we’ll offer a weekly forum or education program from 9:00 to 9:45 
 
And Holy Eucharist with Choir moves from 9:30, back to 10:00 
 
The 11:30 service will go on hiatus.  
I pray those parishioners will embrace one of our other services 
and that you will greet them enthusiastically when they sit next to you.  
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This way I can be coffee hour each week,  
(and the Saturday night potluck suppers)  
to be more available to you, and be more fully present  
For conversation, and other pastoral needs.  
 
2017 was a great year for leadership growth and development 
 
Bill Crockett became a postulant in the monastic Order of St. Gregory 
Vaughan Kimberling was certified as a member of the Vergers Guild 
Steve Heisler became an aspirant to the Diaconate 
And Ken Nolen was ordained Transitional Deacon  
and will be ordained to the priesthood this spring. 
 
The theme for this year’s diocesan convention is 
Embracing our Neighborhoods 
And St. Gabriel’s has made significant impact toward that goal 
 
The Forge Youth Center is actively engaging in the community. 
On Friday nights, 45 students from our surrounding neighborhood 
gather with trained adult leaders to hang out, play basketball & video 
games, and experience the love of God in Christ in a safe, fun 
environment! 
Last Monday… Forge Students marched in the Martin Luther King 
Parade. They set up a basketball goal in the back of a pick up truck, 
decorated with Forge Banners, and shot hoops as the marched. 
As the parade wound through the neighborhood, other teenagers joined 
and dozens of students participated. 
On Tuesdays a new after-school program allows students to get 
academic help and play a little basketball and experience the love of 
God, in a safe, fun environment. ASPIRE… “After School Program 
including Relaxation and Education” averages 10 students each week. 
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After a highly successful student food program last summer,  
Forge leadership saw a continuing need to feed students. Supported by 
No One Hungry and your generous donations, volunteers prepare and 
deliver 50 meals every week to teens in our neighborhood. 
And… The Forge continues to support Youth Pastors at all churches 
through the Youth Pastors Network, where we pray for, support & 
encourage student leaders, and plan ecumenical events that benefit all 
the students in Titusville. 
The Forge also sponsors and participates in Mentoring Programs at 
Jackson Middle School, Madison Middle School, Titusville High School, 
Astronaut High School and several elementary schools. 
 
No One Hungry! That was the vision of the St. Gabriel’s Food bank 
How much food was distributed last year? 
A few hundred pounds? Nope. A few thousand pounds? Not even close! 
37 TONS of food were distributed from the Julia St. and Dummit Ave. 
 
And that’s not all! Deacon John traveled to Belize where he helped a 
local soup kitchen cut costs and provide then with better food by 
establishing partnerships with food companies and soup kitchen.  
 
But wait… there’s more!  
 
Feed My People helped procure 26 tons of emergency food from FEMA 
And secured industrial shelving from Eklers.com  
to set up Food Pantries in Episcopal Churches across our diocese. 
 
A Choir director, David Herzog’s music mentoring program is bringing 
college students into our church and singing in the choir. Last fall, one 
of those students was baptized, and is now leading the children’s choir at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Cocoa. It has been our most successful 
effort at bringing young adults back to church. 
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The Christian Healing Prayer Center under Fr. Dan Mannen’s direction 
completed extensive training and serves clients needing spiritual healing. 
Appointments can be booked online at www.healingprayer.center 
…And the Order of St. Luke continues to offer classes in healing. 
and a healing prayer service every Thursday morning. 
Christian education continues to be important with the Wednesday 
Evening study of The Path, a one year study of the entire bible. 
Led by Deacon Ken Nolen… soon to me Father Ken, holds a Master of 
Divinity degree and a Doctor of Divinity degree. In addition he has 
written extensively for a variety of faith journals. We are fortunate to 
have him on our church staff. 
Education for Ministry… is simply one of the finest Christian education 
programs anywhere. This spring, several students will complete the four 
year program. We are grateful for Charlie Hunsaker and Bill Crocket, 
who have facilitated so many people with this important work. 
 
And don’t forget our partner organizations 
The Space Coast Quilters Guild… Everyone’s Counseling Center… 
Christian Ministry Concepts… Narcotics Anonymous… 
Hope for North Brevard… Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts… 
The Grove Church… Liberty Lodge… The Women’s Center… 
Parish Medical Center… Aktion Club… Titusville Playhouse… 
 
and lets not forget all those fabulous events! 
The Epiphany Tea… The Valentines Dinner… 
Women’s Retreat on Bible Journaling… 
St Patrick’s Day Murder Mystery Dinner… 
The Seder Supper… Community dinners… 
Thanksgiving and Christmas potluck suppers…  
no one needs to eat alone at the holidays…  
And my personal favorite… 
The New Years Eve Party with Live Jazz! What a night that was! 
I had lunch with Oliver Wells this week… and play again this spring. 
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But remember St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church is a Church first. 
And we worship The Lord in our sanctuary… Every day of the week… 
We held 615 Services last year. 
Holy Eucharist, Morning Prayer, Taize, Baptisms, Confirmations,  
Weddings, Funerals, Private Communion, Christmas and Holy Week… 
 
All this activity means our facilities are well used. 
The Forge was leaking water through the brick exterior walls 
We had the mortar patched and the building sealed and repainted. 
 
We also saw the completion of our container gardens 
Now planted with fruits and vegetables.  
Thanks to science teacher, Rich Widmeier for shepherding those beds 
 
One activity we didn’t want… was Hurricane Irma 
We don’t budget for hurricane damage. 
The insurance company’s damage estimate was about $25,000.  
Far less than the policy’s deductible. 
The biggest problem is the roof leak in the office. 
The first estimates came in at $ 22,000.  
And that does not include the ceiling in the Church Sacristy or the 
damaged soffits on the parish hall and the counseling building 
After lots of effort, we now have roofers who will make repairs for less. 
 
We received several donations that can cover most of the repairs.  
 
We still need to take care of the damaged soffits and Sacristy ceiling 
But we are still moving forward with maintenance and repairs  
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On Tuesday evening, the vestry accepted the final report for 2017  
and approved the budget for 2018. 
 
Income 2017 2018 Budget 

Pledge 263,711 370,185 
Plate 77,287 69,000 
Other Income 26,253 28,910 
TOTAL 367,251 370,185 
 
Expenses 2017 2018 Budget 

Diocesan Pledge 34,100 34,128 
Buildings and Grounds 80,403 78,417 

Payroll & Benefits 219,237 221,310 
Ministry Expenses 25,907 22,425 

Administrative 10,803 13,906 

TOTAL 370,983 370,185 
 
We held the line on expenses. No Cost of living increases were given. 
 
Personally, I pay for my own healthcare and prescription insurance, 
business mileage expenses, and cellphone costs. 
These were budgeted expenses that are no longer reimbursed.  
I also tithe back 10% of my salary. 
 
These numbers will be printed in next week’s bulletin 
If you have specific questions, please speak to treasurer Richard Cota.  
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I believe we are headed into our best year ever! 
The mission of this church… 
That everyone will know how deeply God loves them 
And respond to that love 
is not just a saying… it’s our way of life. 
 
I am overwhelmed by all that God is doing here…  
And I pray that each you take full ownership of your church! 
 
This is God’s Church… and you are God’s people… 
I’m very grateful for your financial, spiritual & personal support…  
 
 
Let us pray… 
Almighty and everliving God,  
ruler of all things in heaven and earth,  
hear our prayers for this parish family.  
Strengthen the faithful,  
arouse the careless,  
and restore the penitent.  
Grant us all things necessary for our common life,  
and bring us all to be of one heart and mind  
within your holy Church;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 


