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They were there. All them.  
They all watched…  
They all listened… 
 
Jesus led them out into the countryside 
He lifted his hands… he blessed them… 
and was carried up into heaven. 
 
Jesus was lifted up…  
and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
 
All of them… All the disciples… witnessed… everything. 
 
 
Comedian Flip Wilson was asked about his religion 
 
I’m a Jehovah’s bystander 
 
They wanted me to be a witness… 
but I didn’t want to get involved! 
 
But those disciples couldn’t un-see what happened 
They were witnesses to all of it… 
Everything that happened in the last month and a half 
They couldn’t ignore what they saw. 
Not after Jesus told them what to do with what they saw 
 
You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth. 
 
And the word you… in Jesus’ own words…  
Was… you… in second person plural 
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When I went off to the University of Texas 
I thought I understood English grammar pretty well 
 
But Texas grammar… is different. 
 
I knew… the word… You 
could mean one person… singular…  
or several people… plural 
But in Texas  
You… always meant one person. 
You all… or… Y’all… meant more than one person. 
 
But it Texas… There’s a third version  
All y’all  
and all y’all… means everybody. 
 
If a New Revised Texas Version of the bible existed… 
Jesus would have said 
 
All y’all will be my witnesses… evah whar. 
 
All y’all… evah whar. 
 
We know about witnesses…  
In courts of justice… They seek the truth…  
Lawyers prosecute and defend… Judges preside… Juries deliberate 
And witnesses…  
Swear to tell the truth… The whole truth… 
And nothing but the truth…  
 
And then… they tell the court… what they saw… 
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Good witnesses… tell the truth 
Honestly… leaving nothing out… sealing the story… 
 
And that is exactly how the book of Acts was written 
A collection of stories of what God was doing in people’s lives 
And that’s something anyone… even you… can do. 
 
A friend asks… 
What’s going on? 
And you them tell a story 
 
And the story reveals something extraordinary… 
 
And if the story reveals  
something about God…  
moving in your life… or a friend’s life…  or in your community… 
You are a witness for Christ… 
 
Story telling isn’t confrontational 
Story telling isn’t doctrinal 
Story telling isn’t scholarly 
Story telling… is simply relating the truth…  
 
And in these uncertain times… 
We need those stories to sustain us… to comfort us… to assure us… 
 
We need to tell them… to affirm what happened… in our own minds. 
And we need to share them… so others can become part of our story 
 
So why don’t you do it? What’s holding you back? 
 
I’m not qualified… I’m not educated… I’m not a good speaker… 
None of the matters!  
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The only thing you need… to be a witness… 
Is to tell the truth… about what you saw… 
 
All Y’all are witnesses! 
You’ve all seen God at work  
Everyone of you has a story with an ending 
that had to come… from God 
 
And when you tell that story to another person 
You’re no longer a bystander… but a witness… 
 
And that… is enough. 
In fact… it is more than enough. 
 
That’s all Jesus asked of his disciples 
Be witnesses. Tell the truth. 
God will do the rest… 
Just tell the story. 
 
On Wednesday… a fellow preacher told me 
The problem with the church…  
is Ascension Deficit Disorder  
 
We’ve stopped telling stories… 
We hoard the like toilet paper… 
 
But your stories… about God… are endless… like God… is endless. 
 
Your witness… matters 
Just like it did for those witnesses 
of the Ascension… of Jesus 
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When Jesus asked those early disciples… and us… to be witnesses 
He never expected us to go it alone. 
 
Before he asked those bystanders… to become witnesses… he said: 
 
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. 
 
When you decide to be a witness… 
And I say when… not if… 
When you open your mouth  
And tell others how God is working in your life 
You will not be alone 
The Holy Spirit will be with you. 
 
And that changes everything… 
 
When Jesus died… those same witnesses  
hid in their rooms… In fear for their lives… praying to be rescued… 
 
But after the Ascension… 
 
They worshiped Jesus…  
They returned to Jerusalem… with great joy 
And they were continually in the temple… blessing God. 
 
No longer afraid... Energized by what they saw! What they witnessed. 
 
And just look what they accomplished…  
Just by telling stories about what they saw. 
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It’s time… for you…  
To stop… being a bystander… and become a witness. 
No longer an observer… but a participant 
Not an acquaintances of Christ…  
But someone who honestly… knows Jesus 
 
This week… when someone asks you… 
How are you doing? 
 
Pause… Pray silently…  
 
Lord send me your Holy Spirit 
 
Then… 
 
Tell them how your life is changing because of your faith in Jesus 
Tell them how your finding peace in the middle of a pandemic 
Tell them about the love… so deep… so broad… so powerful… 
 
And prepare to be amazed. 
 
Amen. 
 


