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The Ascension of Jesus into heaven… 
a scene any great director would love to make.  
Cast an Oscar winning mega star as Jesus, of course. 
You can almost hear his final instructions spoken with divine resonance, 
Stay here in the city 
 until you have been clothed with power from on high 
Then Jesus would take the next cloud to heaven  
with grand cinematic flourish and outstanding special effects 
rising heavenward… on some invisible spiral escalator 
slow and lingering but with a definite trajectory.  
Maybe some heavenly music 
but clearly within the bounds of proper taste. 
 
Finally, the camera cuts to an overhead shot of the apostles 
staring up dazed… mouths open wide,  
like Gomer Pyle seeing a skyscraper for the first time…  
and then a radiant flash and a Star Wars sound effect… and he’s gone. 
Leaving them staring up like tourists after a shuttle launch “Now what?”  
We can almost hear them all say. “Our leader is gone. Now what?” 
 
The Ascension of Jesus is a great story.  
Like the parting of the Red Sea,  
or the sling-shotting of Goliath by David,  
or the feeding of the 5,000,  
you can see the Ascension in your mind.  
 
Rembrandt’s version of this scene, painted in 1636, is a classic. 
The disciples look like they want to grab Jesus’ feet and hold him down 
like trying to anchor a hot air balloon 
while the little child angels push him up and away towards the light. 
There’s a little angel in the corner smirking directly us, as if to say, 
“We’ve got him up here now. You don’t. Now what are you going do?” 
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It’s easy to imagine the Ascension in your mind.  
Pick a puffy white cloud over the river and you’re halfway home. 
This is dramatic, spine-tingling scripture. A great story. 
It’s too bad none of the greats ever made it into a movie 
Less clear, though, is the actual meaning of this event. 
 
For example, why did Jesus have to ascend to heaven in the first place? 
It seems like someone who went to all the trouble to be killed  
and rise from the dead  
would want to hang around longer than forty days  
before taking the first flight home. 
 
Didn’t Jesus have more to teach the disciples?  
Wouldn’t his crucified and risen presence win a few more converts? 
Couldn’t we use someone even today…  
who would speak truth and ooze wisdom for the masses?  
Jesus seems to be leaving the whole show to a group of guys  
with a shaky track records to continue his teachings. 
What was Jesus thinking? 
 
Jesus loved his disciples. Why did he leave them?  
He left them, I think, so they would grow in their understanding of God 
and their understanding of their own mission in the world. 
If Jesus had stayed, we would always be looking to him… 
for the miracle, for the right word, to touch the hem of his garment.  
In the Gospels, Jesus never tried to draw attention to himself.  
His concern was always for the disciples and their growth.  
For that to reach fulfillment,  
Jesus had to remove himself… bodily.  
He loved his disciples,  
but as long as he stayed on earth,  
they would never grow up. 
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We all know families where parents direct the lives of their children, 
well into adulthood, and children aren’t given room to be themselves. 
“After all I’ve done for you, the least you could do is ...”  
When a parent says this, the family has failed.  
Families need to make room for children to grow  
and become what God is calling them to become. 
Some families simply won’t let each other go.  
It’s good to loving. It’s good to be close.  
But there needs room to fly, so God’s spirit can fill their wings. 
 
Jesus knew this with his disciples.  
And I frankly think it’s one of the main reasons for the Ascension. 
It was time for the disciples to be out on their own.  
Out of Jesus’ nest.  
The disciples must have asked each other: “Now what?”  
It’s a good question. 
Some people never get to ask it…  
because all the decisions are made by someone else with more authority. 
That’s why Jesus ascended.  
That’s why he got out of the way.  
To help disciples everywhere discover  
that Christian mission is in the hands of his witnesses now.  
We might say,  
“Please, Jesus, stay with us like you were.  
Bring back all those miracles.  
Comfort us when we’re confused.  
Take all of our tears away.”  
No.  
The ball is in our court now.  
 
“Why do you stand looking up toward heaven?”  
That’s what the men in white robes want to know… 
“Why do you stand looking up toward heaven?”  
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But remember this.  
After Jesus ascended,  
the disciples’ relationship with Jesus has changed,  
but it’s important to know they are not left alone. 
 
Jesus said in John 14, 
“I will not leave you orphaned,”  
 
The disciples weren’t alone any more than we are right now 
Jesus loves us enough, has enough faith in us,  
to be his witnesses  
and carry off his mission in this world.  
 
There will be plenty of times  
when we’ll shake our heads, look up in the sky, and ask,  
“Now what, Lord?”  
Be glad that you can ask such a question.  
Be glad that someone has given you room to answer it. 
But most of all, be glad that Jesus is the answer. 


