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Twelve. 
For centuries... twelve has had special significance. 
We gave it a special name… a dozen.  
Twelve Minor Prophets of the Old Testament… 
Jacob’s twelve sons… the twelve tribes of Israel. 
And twelve disciples became apostles. 
Jesus’ inner circle was an unusual mix. 
Not exactly who we might have picked to take the Gospel… everywhere 
  
Do you remember that old movie… The Dirty Dozen? 
It was based on true story during World War II 
A special military operation… kill high-ranking Nazi officers. 
The American high command ordered an unorthodox officer 
to select a twelve-man squad for a mission 
with a very high probability of failure 
and the likely death of most of the combatants. 
 
The officer didn’t tap his own best and the brightest 
He recruited from military prisons… thieves… murderers… scoundrels. 
He took them apart… then molded them into an effective team. 
The wisdom of his choice for this “dirty dozen” became clear 
as their criminal skills proved useful for the risky mission. 
In the end… 
this highly unlikely, rag-tag band of brothers got the job done… 
and we cheered the demise of a dreaded enemy. 
 
This dirty dozen seemed ill-suited for such a critically important task. 
But, in the right situation, with unique guidance, they became heroes 
in an assignment that demanded an unconventional solution. 
 
Another unconventional leader… called his unremarkable dozen 
into the most momentous mission of all time. 
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When Jesus picked his twelve…  
He didn’t seem to require spiritual insight or proven ability. 
He didn’t seek the best and brightest… but the ordinary. 
He selected lackluster and untested commoners… 
Failures by modern worldly standards. 
One was young and inexperienced. 
Some were unexceptional fishermen.  
Many grew up in the rocky upland region of Galilee. 
One was a fanatical Jewish Nationalist. 
They argued among themselves about who was the greatest disciple. 
Matthew was a despised tax collector.  
Peter denied even knowing Jesus… 
And then there was Judas… 
 
Jesus selected… a dozen people who were not special. 
twelve ordinary men with no qualifications to transform the world. 
And still… he trusted them… to spread the kingdom of God. 
He sent them out… to do the same work he’d been doing  
and told them… to continue doing it… after he was gone. 
 
Their mission was even more risky than the Dirty Dozen. 
Going out “like sheep into the midst of wolves.” 
flogged and “dragged before governors and kings”  
Jesus warned …  
Brother will betray brother… to death 
And a father his child… 
And children will rise against parents… 
And have them put to death… 
Plus… others would hate them… 
for following Jesus. 
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He needed down-to-earth… vulnerable… ordinary people… 
Men who understood pain and fear. 
 
Who else would have the courage… or naivete… or foolishness… 
to join such a band of brothers on such a dangerous mission? 
 
The reason this passage is so important for us… 
is that you… are the current “dozen” for Jesus. 
The dangers we face are not as dramatic as that twelve… 
Still… remaining faithful… following Jesus… is a formidable task. 
 
You may not believe you have superlative qualifications 
like Jesus’ first dozen.  
But like the apostles… 
You can rise to the occasion… meet the needs of people 
Your ordinariness… is not a hindrance… unless you to make it so. 
 
Who among the Apostles was really suited to carry out God’s work? 
Who among us is qualified to heal a broken world in Jesus’ name? 
And yet… 
like the fictitious dirty dozen… and Jesus’ original dozen… 
we can find the courage and the ability… 
to accept the command to follow Jesus for this generation. 
 
Who among you felt qualified to face the challenge of coronavirus? 
Sequestered in your home… physically separated from the church?  
 
Yet in parish after parish… city after city… time after time…  
The unqualified and the untrained rose to the occasion 
And accepted the mission to provide a remarkable closeness 
filled with love... in new ways. 
 
Thank you for that!  
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We should have expected this! 
Throughout Christian history… 
Twelve apostles have been succeeded by a never-ending series 
of other dozens who continued to carry out  
the never-ending instructions of Jesus  
to go out among the people as his agents of love. 
 
Every one of us is empowered to do so 
not because of our abilities or readiness 
but because of the Holy Spirit. 
The presence of God… that lives in us. 
 
The commanding officer in the Dirty dozen 
And Jesus in the first century 
saw in their dozens 
a potential they could not see in themselves. 
 
What needs doing… in our world… in our nation… in our neighborhood 
requires ordinary people… like you. 
God’s current dozen… to proclaim the good news 
to those who do not know God 
To love our neighbors as ourselves 
Work for justice and peace…  
Provide for those in need… 
 
Jesus delighted in taking ordinary, everyday people 
the great un-qualified… un-credentialed… 
and called them to be his disciples.  
He does the same for you. 
He sends you out… by the dozen… 
To heal sin-sick souls…  
With the love of God…  
In Christ Jesus. 


