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I’d like you to think back 
Way, way back to that first time you drove a car… all by yourself… 
Remember the excitement… the freedom… the power… 
 
Now I’d like you to remember another time… Not as far back…  
when you handed your car keys to your teenager… For the first time 
Remember feeling anxious… helpless… powerless… 
 
Trust a sixteen-year-old to control a ton of steel…  
hurtling over roads… unable to protect them… 
and every possible bad outcome roiled just below the surface… 
 
ultimately, once the engine starts…  
and the foot comes off the brake… 
there is nothing you can do… but pray. 
in that moment… even atheists pray…  
 
They learn how to drive… pass the test… and they’re on the road 
 
In our Gospel reading today, Jesus tested his disciples,  
But in his exam, there are just two questions. 
Who do people say I am? 
Can’t you just see it… Hands waving… I know this one! Call on me! 
And their answers… John the Baptist! Elijah! One of the prophets! 
 
Then Jesus asks the big question… 
Who do you say that I am? 
 
And that… is the great question… we must ask ourselves… 
Who do WE say Jesus is? 
 
A good guy? a healer? a prophet? a teacher? 
Just who is this Jesus? 
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Without raising his hand… Simon blurted out his answer 
 
You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. 
 
Really? 
The Son of God? 
Really? 
God’s’ SON? 
 
Who we are… in a large part… is based on our parents… 
We take their names… for generations… 
Today… you can trace the history of your name… your genealogy…  
Through hundreds of years.  
 
So when Jesus asked…  
Who am I? 
 
He knew… he was… and is…  
The Son of God 
 
But Jesus wanted to know… if his disciples knew. 
And, Peter got it right 
And when he got it right… 
 
Jesus gave Simon a new name… Peter…  
Peter… which literally means… ROCK! 
 
And on this rock I will build my church. 
And I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven! 
 
Remember handing over the car keys to your teenager?  
Just Imagine how Jesus must have felt… 
As he handed Peter the keys… to the kingdom of heaven 
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Imagine how Peter must have felt! 
What an inheritance! What a gift! 
 
All because he said out loud… Jesus is the Son of God 
 
A question… and answer… and a blessing from God… 
 
Who do you say I am? 
 
You know, Jesus is asking all of us that same question 
Who do you say I am? 
 
If you answer like Simon Peter 
You have faith 
If you can’t… or won’t… 
Then you don’t 
 
You either believe with all your heart and soul and mind 
That Jesus is the Son of God 
With all the right and privileges and powers that go with it 
Or he is nothing more than a man.  
An extraordinary man. 
But still… just a man. 
 
In his book, Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis wrote 

I am here trying to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing 
that people often say about Him:  
“I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher,  
but I don’t accept his claim to be God.”  
That is the one thing we must not say. 
A man who was merely a man  
and said the sort of things that Jesus said 



 4 

would not be a great moral teacher. 
He would either be a lunatic 
on a level with a man who says he is a poached egg 
or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  
You must make your choice.  
Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: 
or else a madman or something worse.  
You can shut him up for a fool, 
you can spit at him and kill him as a demon;  
or  
you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God.  
But let us not come with any of that patronizing nonsense 
about his being a great human teacher.  
He has not left that open to us.  
Nor did he intend to.” 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
Words taken right from the Nicene Creed 
Words we’ll all say together in just a few minutes. 
 
But let me ask you this… 
Will you run through those words without thinking about their meaning? 
Or will it be a proclamation, as it was for Peter on that day so long ago? 
 
Who do you say I am? 
 
You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. 
 
What’s even more important than Peter’s answer 
Is our answer… 
 
Who do you… That’s right… 
You, watching right now… on your phone or tablets or computer or TV  
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Who do you say that Jesus is? 
 
Because… when you finally meet Jesus face to face 
And he asks you…  
Who do YOU say I am? 
 
What will you say? 
 
When you were sixteen 
And desperately wanted to get behind the wheel of that car 
There were questions that had to be answered 
Before the keys were handed over 
 
Before the key to the kingdom of heaven is handed over to you 
And you hear the question 
Who do you say I am? 
What will you say?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


