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If you’ve ever thought to yourself… 
I wonder what the kingdom of heaven is like? 
 
You’re not the first… 
 
The disciples wanted to know… and Jesus told them…  
 
The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed  
 
The kingdom of heaven is like yeast  
 
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,  
 
The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea  
 
Afterwards Jesus asked if they understood… 
and they all said… Yes! 
 
I thought to myself… 
Not really? 
 
So I did some digging 
 
The mustard seed comes from the mustard weed! 
Back in the first century, a Roman naturalist wrote… 

Mustard grows entirely wild,  
though it is improved by being transplanted. 
But once sown it is scarcely possible to get rid of it,  
since when the seed falls, it germinates at once.  

 
Jesus used the tiny seed…  
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to show how God’s love touches even the least important… 
and fills them with excitement… eager to grow… 
You may feel insignificant or unimportant to God…  
But look what God does with those tiny seeds…  
Just imagine what he can do with you! 
 
Now as for the yeast in the flour…  
The massive amount of ingredients would fill a bathtub! 
But the powerful baker… worked the yeast into flour and water 
permeated and transformed it into something extraordinary 
Just as God’s presence transforms us into something spectacular. 
 
The next parables describe the value of the kingdom of God 
And reveal how the faithful respond to such majesty. 
 
A treasure hidden in a field for years  
is accidentally found by a trespasser. 
The finder is ecstatic! What a find! 
He sells everything he owns to raise enough money to buy that field. 
A jewel merchant is on the hunt for excellent pearls. 
Finding a flawless one, he immediately sells everything and buys it. 
 
Whether early disciples found the kingdom by accident… 
or after a long search…  
they found in the gospel…  
to be of such supreme value,  
it was worth giving up everything else…  
to make it their own. 
 
The value of the Kingdom of God cannot be overstated 
Jesus used the most extreme examples of worldly assets… 
But they are woefully poor in comparison to the kingdom of God. 
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Knowing what we know about God… 
And the benefits of His love and mercy… 
Why do so many people pursue cheap imitations? 
 
Jesus said the kingdom belongs to those  
with the guts to stake it all on the real treasure. 
 
Before apartheid ended in South Africa, Desmond Tutu said 
When the white people arrived,  
we had the land and they had the bible 
They said, “Let us pray” 
When we opened our eyes,  
they had the land and we had the bible. 
And we got the better deal. 
 
But not everyone who hears the Word of God gets it 
Not everyone who seeks actually finds… 
 
A young monk asked one of the older monks 
why so many seekers came to the wilderness looking for God 
only to quit and leave. 
The old monk smiled 
Last night my dog saw a rabbit running for cover 
He began barking and chasing. 
Other dogs joined in…  barking and running. 
The wilderness echoed the sounds of their pursuit 
Many dogs got tired and went home. 
A couple chased until the night was nearly spent.  
By morning, only my dog kept hunting 
The monk then asked… 
 
Do you understand, what I have told you? 
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No  
 
It is simple.  
My dog SAW the rabbit. 
 
Real faith… is pursuing the rabbit… without seeing it… 
Living into the kingdom of God 
before we are fully formed into it 
 
The fifth parable… 
The kingdom of God is like a fishnet cast into the sea, 
catching all kinds of fish. 
When it is full, it is hauled onto the beach. 
The good fish are picked out and put in a tub; 
those unfit to eat are thrown away. 
That’s how it will be when the curtain comes down on history. 
The angels will cull the bad fish and throw them in the garbage. 
There will be a lot of desperate complaining, but it won’t do any good. 
 
You see… there are consequences for your actions 
 
One more parable… 
 
Everyone who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven 
is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old. 
 
You… are God’s treasure 
And it doesn’t matter if you are young or old 
New to the faith… or faithful your whole life 
All of you are precious. 
 
How precious is God to you? 
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How badly do want to enter the Kingdom of God 
How important is grace? Peace? Forgiveness? Mercy? 
 
Be brave! Step into the Kingdom of God now! 
Have faith in Jesus! And be blessed.  


