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Lots of men and women of doubtful reputation hung out with Jesus. 

Jesus liked Lost Sheep… 

He actually loved them… although they had no idea how much! 

 

Many of you remember Fr. Dan Mannen…  

He was ordained to the priesthood here… 

and now serves churches in North Carolina. 

 

Three years ago… he preached on this reading. 

He tried to imagine… what the gospel story would have looked like… 

If it happened here… 

  

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus.  

And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,  

"This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

 

So Jesus is down at Steve’s Restaurant for lunch 

At his table is an abortion doctor, a child molester, an arms dealer, 

A garbage collector, a young man with AIDS, a Laotian Chicken plucker, 

A teenage crack addict and An unmarried woman on welfare  

with five children by three different fathers. 

Did he miss anybody? 

Jesus is talking and listening and smiling. 

He asks the young man to hand him a roll. 

Then offers the doctor a second cup of coffee. 

 

In walks a whole cadre of “holy” religious scholars, bibles in hand. 

They are dressed to the 9s… They all have good teeth. 

No dirt under their fingernails. 

They all hold hands and pray. 

They truly are all perfectly nice people 

But they can hardly eat their chicken fried hamburger steaks 

As they watch this strange crowd in the far booth with Jesus. 
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The chicken plucker is still wearing her white hair net 

The garbage collector smells like spoiled meat 

The addict cannot seem to find his mouth with his spoon 

They can handle all that… 

For them… The heartbreaker is Jesus sitting there as if everything is fine. 

Just fine. 

Who is going to believe he speaks for God 

If he doesn’t keep better company than that? 

What kind of message is he sending? 

 

Fr. Dan’s example is pretty extreme…  

Sometimes we need extremes to get to the truth. 

 

While the sanctimonious group built a case against Jesus 

Gotcha! 

Jesus was showing his heart for the lost… 

I love you! 

 

A prominent religious leader… is caught having lunch with terrible people 

And cell phone video is posted on social media 

Gotcha! 

 

Although the word gotcha wasn’t in common use in the first century… 

the Pharisees and Religion Scholars 

Those self-righteous… judging hypocrites 

Were eager to point out others faults 

To show you how right they were 

And how wrong their enemies were 

They attacked wrong-doing… wrong-thinking… wrong believing… 

The condemned others for not doing things the “right way” 

It gave them power over others.  

Gotcha… gave them power!  
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We’ve all experienced gotcha… 

Sadly… sometimes in churches… 

When people come to church to find the love of God 

And feel worse when they leave 

Rarely return to the house of the Lord 

Instead… they spend the rest of their lives  

Justifying their positions 

Becoming more like their accusers than the God who loves and forgives. 

Not Gotcha… but I’ve got you… 

 

In today’s epistle reading we heard…  

 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners 

 

Not to catch us in the act and post it on Twitter or Instagram 

Not Gotcha! 

But… I’ve got you! 

 

It sounds similar… comes from the same words… 

But it is loving, gentle, kind, understanding, merciful… 

 

A patient in a hospital is having trouble moving… 

You don’t cry out Gotcha… You offer your help and say… 

I’ve got you… 

 

A friend’s parent dies…  

You don’t cry out Gotcha…  

You hold their hand and say… I’ve got you… 

 

A child falls off a bicycle and scrapes a knee…  

You don’t cry out Gotcha…  

you wipe their tears… and reassure them I’ve got you… 
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God’s way isn’t Gotcha  

God’s way is… I’ve got you… 

God catches us… holds us… walks with us… has our backs… 

 

And when we stray 

God picks us up and cares for us… 

 

Even if… it’s very far… 

Like the people in the Exodus reading 

 

When the Israelites’ worshipped the golden calf 

Moses was so angry… that he shattered the first set of stone tablets. 

The original Ten Commandments carved by God’s own hand. 

And God said… 

I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 

Now let me alone, 

so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them… 

 

Then Moses begged the Lord… 

Turn from your fierce wrath;  

change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 

 

And the Lord changed his mind. 

 

No matter how grave our offenses, when we are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent, God has mercy on us and forgives us.  

Every.   Single.   Time. 

 

In the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin 

Jesus uses these prized possessions 

To emphasize the God’s most prized possessions… 

His people… all his people…  

especially… us… 
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We’ve all wandered from the flock at times 

 

I heard… when Marlon Brando… the actor… 

Wandered away so often…  

His sister took him to school… on a leash 

I can relate to that…  

as the one leading… but… more often… the one being led… 

 

There are lots of ways to get lost 

To wander away from our true purpose? 

And when were lost… it’s hard to cry out for help…  

 

You know… when a sheep is lost..  

it is silent… it doesn’t bleat… 

If they make a noise… a predator could hear it… and find them. 

Instead of calling for help 

they hunker down in the brush… and hide… in silence…  

trying to be invisible. 

 

When a coin is lost… it has no shine… and of course it cannot cry out… 

Lost pennies… become invisible…  

We have to actually search for them.  

 

The lost and the broken have to be sought out 

And carried back home 

 

The classic image of Jesus… carrying a lost sheep on his shoulders… 

Is more complex that you might think.  

But in the ancient world… it would have been understood… 

When a sheep makes a habit of wandering off. 

The shepherd would find the animal…  

then break one of their legs against a rock. 

Then re-set the bone… so it would heal properly… 
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Finally… the shepherd would hold the sheep as close as possible 

The animal would smell the shepherd 

Know the shepherd 

Trust the shepherd 

Until it was restored to health 

And never run away again… 

Knowing that the shepherd loved them 

And protected them 

 

That’s why the image of Jesus 

Carrying the lost sheep on his shoulders 

Is so meaningful 

 

Jesus loves the lost… the most… 

And that’s very good news… 

Because… you see… 

I am the lost. 

I need Jesus just as much as the broken people… 

As much as the troubled ones in Steve’s Diner. 

 

Listen to today’s Psalm… 

With a fresh attitude 

 

Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; 

wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

Make me hear of joy and gladness, 

that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins 

and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Our God always says… I’ve Got You…  

Never… Gotcha. 


