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Unanswered Prayer 
It hinders, burdens, disturbs and ultimately separates people from God 
People get discouraged, they give up and walk away from God…  
When they believe prayer failed them. 
 
Then comes the unsolicited advice 
It’s because you’re not doing it right! 
 
Remember Peanuts comics?  
Charlie Brown kneeling by his bed has an epiphany! 
He turns to Lucy… all excited…  
I’ve made a theological discovery!  
If you hold your hands upside down  
you get the opposite… of what you pray for.  
 
Many give up on prayer... because they don’t understand prayer.  
It’s not an emergency magic lamp that you rub in a crisis. 
Sometimes... our prayers are irrational, self-centered demands on God! 
And guess what! Those prayers are rarely answered… 
 
Look… if you think prayer is difficult... you’re in very good company. 
 
As we heard in the gospel, the even the disciples were clueless… 
Until somebody plead… Jesus! Teach us to pray! 
 
And he did. And it is so familiar 
(It’s the world’s most popular prayer) 
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In Italian they say 
Padre nostro, che sei nei cieli, 
sia antificato il tuo nome; 

 
In Japanese 

Ten ni orareru watashitachi no Chichi yo, 
mi-Na ga sei to saremasu yô ni. 

 
In Swahili 

Baba yetu uliye mbiguni, jina lako lisifiwe 
 
And in English 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name 
 
We memorize the words 
Recite them without thought 
And the words mean less and less 
Until... we get desperate… and cry out… like the disciples 
Teach us to pray! 
He did. And in doing so… He offered new a way of life 
 
So how do we use his ancient teaching into practice in the 21st century? 
 
Well take a look at the back of your bulletin 
There it is... part of the passage from today’s gospel...  
the foundation of The Lord’s Prayer...  
with spaces between each line. 
 
Get out a pen or pencil. If you don’t have one, the ushers have extras... 
And get ready to write. 
Your own our own Lord’s Prayer 
Let’s break it down a line at a time 
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Father, hallowed be your name 
 
How would you say that in your own words? 
Gracious God in glory, you are magnificent 
Heavenly father in the kingdom, you surpass everything I can imagine  
My creator who lives in perfection, flawless, complete 
 
I once led a bunch of teenagers in this exercise 
One student wrote 
Yo daddy, chillin’ in your crib… you da man. 
 
Write what comes into your heart… right now  
 
[pause] 
 
Your kingdom come 
 
Bring us your glory, change the world, bring us to perfection… 
What does this say to you? 
Now write it down. 
 
[pause] 
 
Give us each day our daily bread 
 
What do you need? 
Is it food? Is it something else?  
What do you need to survive? To flourish? 
Ask God to fulfill our needs 
Now write it down. 
 
[pause] 
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Forgive us our sins 
 
What have you done that keeps you up at night?  
What stimulates your guilt? 
What need to be purged from your soul? 
Write it down 
 
[pause] 
 
For we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us 
 
Does someone owe you? Are you carrying resentment? 
Do realize... they feel none of your angst? 
Experts tell us un-forgiveness is the greatest obstacle to spiritual healing 
Write down your prayer. 
 
[pause] 
 
And do not bring us to the time of trial 
 
Avoiding sin is so much easier when we’re not tempted! 
What trials would you like God to remove 
What temptations are too much for you to bear? 
How do you want God to protect you? 
 
Write it down. 
 
[pause] 
 
Now read back what you wrote. That is a prayer. 
But it’s more than just a prayer...  
This is how Jesus showed everyone how to pray 
St. Thomas Aquinas wrote 
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The Lord's Prayer is the most perfect of prayers...  
In it we ask, not only for all the things we can rightly desire,  
but also in the sequence that they should be desired.  
This prayer not only teaches us to ask for things,  
but also in what order we should desire them. 

 
We start by surrendering to God’s authority:  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
The creator of all things… presiding over his creation... Holy and good   
 
Next a plea for our physical needs:  

Give us this day our daily bread. 
For God created every living thing that we rely on… for survival 
 
Then our personal needs:  

Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Free us from the bondage of our sins and give us grace to forgive others 
 
Followed by protection from the enemy: 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 
And finally… Proclaim God’s greatness a power 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. 
 
The only thing left to do… is to pray it. 
 
Mahatma Gandhi said 

Prayer is not an old woman's idle amusement.  
Properly understood and applied,  
it is the most potent instrument of action. 

 
Paul Harvey reported on a 3-year-old boy in a grocery store. 
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His mom warned him… loading him into the cart… 
You’re not getting chocolate chip cookies. Don’t even ask. 
And off they went… up and down the aisles.  
He was doing just fine till they came to the cookie aisle.  
Mom, can I have some chocolate chip cookies? 

I told you not even to ask. You’re not getting any today. 
 
So he reigned it in… until they passed the cookies… again 
Mom, PLEASE! Can I have chocolate chip cookies? 
 
I told you no. Now sit down and be quiet. 
 
As they rolled up to checkout, he knew this was his last chance.  
So he stood up on the seat and shouted in his loudest voice… 
In the name of Jesus, may I please have some chocolate chip cookies?  
 
Everybody laughed and clapped.  
And they were so moved… they pooled their resources.  
And the boy and his mom left with 23 boxes of chocolate chip cookies. 
 
Does prayer work? 
It does. 
But only when we actually pray. 
 
Jesus said… 
 
Even though he would never get up and give him anything 
because he was his friend 
because of his persistence 
He got up… and gave him… whatever he needed. 
 
 
And finally… Jesus wrapped the lesson with this… 
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Here’s what I’m saying: 

Ask and you’ll get; 
Seek and you’ll find; 
Knock and the door will open. 

Don’t bargain with God.  
Be direct. 
Ask for what you need.  
This is not a cat-and-mouse, hide-and-seek game we’re in.  
If your little boy asks for a serving of fish,  
do you scare him with a live snake on his plate?  
If your little girl asks for an egg,  
do you trick her with a spider?  
 
As bad as you are, you wouldn’t think of such a thing… 
you’re at least decent to your own children.  
 
And don’t you think the Father who conceived you in love  
will give the Holy Spirit when you ask him? 
 


