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It happens to all of us. 

We’re in a group setting… a class… discussion group…  

A question comes to mind… resurfaces… actually… 

One that keeps popping up…  

But we’re afraid to bring it up…  

 

It just percolates there… itching to burst… 

But we hold our tongues… we don’t want to look stupid… or worse…  

 

And just as we about to say it out loud… a reprieve…  

…somebody else asks our same question. 

 

Relief!  

It’s especially sweet, when the person asking…  

is the smart one… all the right answers…  

 

In today’s gospel… the smart kid… asks Jesus our question. 

“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 

 

At one time or another…  

It’s asked by almost everyone…  

Even the strongest Christians.  

 

Is Jesus the real thing?  

Is there anything to our religion?  

Has the church really gotten hold of something that matters?  

or is this business of Christmas just a fanciful tale… charming… 

but ultimately worthless and powerless  

against forces that dampen hopes and deaden dreams? 
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Those are the questions… that we are afraid to ask 

Dangerous questions… 

Not because of the question themselves… 

 

But because of what the question implies about the person asking it 

And asking them… is to appear faithless. 

So we don’t ask… 

 

But we get help with this week’s gospel reading 

The smartest kid in the class raises his hand 

John… 

who said wonderful things about Jesus… just last week… 

 

“One who is more powerful than I is coming after me;  

I am not worthy to carry his sandals” 

 

in John’s Gospel, he said,  

“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 
 

And… at the peak of his career…  

“Jesus must increase, but I must decrease” 

John the Baptist had the answers. 

He had the conviction. He had clarity. 

Jesus was the real thing. Second to none. 

 

Now he asks of this same Jesus…  

“Are you really the one we have been waiting for?”  

 

What happened? 
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For one thing, a prison happened.  

He was arrested and jailed as a political enemy of King Herod. 

Prison can put doubt into anybody’s heart. 

It is easy to believe in God when all is joyful and free 

but let the iron doors of difficulty slam shut 

and doubt is there in the darkness. 

 

“Are you for real, Jesus?” 

“Can religion matter in my case, my condition, my concerns… 

or has it reached the end of its usefulness?”  

 

Our own tough experiences… like John’s prison bars… 

Elevate these questions… in our hearts and minds. 

 

It wasn’t just prison that drove John ask his question… and ours. 

 

It was something about Jesus himself.  

Something didn’t add up.  

 

“When John heard … what the Messiah was doing,  

he sent word … and said to him,  

‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ ”  
 

Something Jesus was doing didn’t seem quite right.  

Jesus didn’t fit his image of a Messiah. 

He didn’t act the way a Savior should, could or would act. 

The lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 

was not taking Herod’s sin away. 

Jesus didn’t fitting John’s theology.  

So John wondered.  

 

If faith… as strong as John’s… is capable of doubt… as strong as ours. 

Then there really is hope… for everyone! 
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So how did Jesus answer John?  

 

I cannot answer for you.  

You have to decide on your own whether I am for real.  

Look at the evidence.  

What do you see? 

 

Christ’s answer is exactly the same… when we ask the question. 

 

People have to decide for themselves…  

on the basis of the evidence.  

 

What evidence? How will I know? 

 

The prophet Isaiah painted a picture of what it would be like 

 

The desert is filled with flowers 

The weak become strong 

The lame leap like deer 

The blind see 

The deaf hear 

The speechless sing for joy 

And there’s more… 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  

and streams in the desert;  

the burning sand shall become a pool,  

and the thirsty ground springs of water;  

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,  

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  
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And then in Psalm 146 

 

The oppressed receive justice 

The hungry are fed 

Prisoners are freed 

 

But if you want testimonial evidence… 

Right from the voice of God… 

Listen to how Jesus himself responded to John’s question… 

What was sent back to John by the disciples… 

 

Go and tell John what you hear and see: 

the blind receive their sight,  

the lame walk,  

the lepers are cleansed,  

the deaf hear,  

the dead are raised,  

and the poor have good news brought to them. 

And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me. 

 

And all of that actually happened! 

The blind, the lame, the lepers, the deaf… even the dead! 

All thoroughly documented! 

 

And there is so much more! 

It would take hours and hours and hours… 

And we’d still not cover it all! 

 

But it happened so long ago…  

Has the evidence been compromised?  

Has the DNA been corrupted? 

Is it really true? 
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Look… We’re not the first people to review the evidence. 

 

Over the last 2000 years some of the best minds in the world 

Have poured over it… looking for loop holes… searching for gaps… 

And their rigorous examination affirms the truth. 

 

Jesus is the Messiah… The Son of God… the Savior of the world. 

 

But if what you want… if proof right now…  

Something that will convince you… 

Right here in the 21st century… 

 

You’re going to have to wait a bit longer… 

 

Jesus followers expected him to return quickily after his resurrection 

A couple years, maybe… but when he didn’t… in their lifetime? 

In that century… or the next…  

 

It’s nearly 2000 years since he ascended to the right hand of the Father… 

 

is that a good reason to doubt? That it’s true? 

 

In the epistle reading… James tells us to… 

 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. 

 

We don’t want to be patient. 

We want it now! 

Why do we have to wait? 

 

Show me… so I can believe! 
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My wife, Kate and I decided to we needed a little Christmas spirit 

So we watched this holiday movie… The Polar Express. 

 

It’s a story about a young boy who’s beginning to doubt… Santa Clause 

When he finally sees Santa for the first time… 

Everyone hears these beautiful bells ringing on his sleigh 

Except he doesn’t hear anything. 

 

Later on… when he proclaims… I believe! 

He hears the bells. 

 

Not until he believes… can he hear… 

 

The same is true for us… 

We cannot know God… unless we believe… 

 

  

Let your doubts guide you into a God with no beginning and no end 

To light that shines even in the darkest places 

give God all of you, broken pieces as well as healthy parts 

And be filled with the knowledge that Jesus is the one. 

He is coming…  

 

We just need to wait a little longer…  

patiently. 


