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During the 1800’s, one of the British Prime Ministers  
Visited the Rothschild estate.  
at teatime, the butler asked,  

Tea, coffee, or a peach from off the wall, sir? 
Tea, please. 

China, India, or Ceylon, sir?  
China, please. 

Lemon, milk, or cream, sir?  
Milk, please. 

Jersey, Hereford, or Shorthorn, sir?  
 
Life is all about choices 
We all make them… And we all live with them 
Decisions are made… and we flourish… or flounder…  
with the consequences 
 
Choice… is a recurring theme in our readings today 
In the Old Testament lesson 
Moses gave God’s words to the people 

If you obey the commandments  
of the LORD your God  
that I am commanding you today,  
by loving the LORD your God,  
walking in his ways,  
and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances,  
then you shall live and become numerous,  
and the LORD your God will bless you  
in the land that you are entering to possess.  
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It’s a perfect example of an if-then statement 
If you do that… then this will happen 
If… you obey my commandments 
Then… God will bless you 
So, Choose… God! 
 
And then…  in Psalm 119… 
 
The writer knows what God wants him to do 
The choices set before him are clear and understandable 
As well as the reward for his actions… 
 

Happy are they whose way is blameless, * 
who walk in the law of the LORD!  
Happy are they who observe his decrees * 
and seek him with all their hearts!  

 
If…  we do as God has asked… 
then… we will experience great joy! 
 
We have… choices 
But not all choices are easy 
Some are difficult 
Others… are downright brutal 
When the great tenor, Luciano Pavarotti was a boy,  
his father, a baker, introduced him to the wonders of song. 
He urged him to work very hard to develop his voice.  
A local professional singer took him on as a student. 
During that time, he also entered teachers college.  
When he graduated, he asked his father, 
Shall I be a teacher or a singer? 
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And his father answered… 
Luciano, if you try to sit on two chairs,  
you will fall between them.  
You must choose one chair. 

 
We must choose…  Or we will fall… 
 
William James wrote 
 
When you have to make a choice and don't make it,  
that itself… is a choice.  
 
When Ronald Reagan was a boy 
his aunt took him to a cobbler for new shoes…  
 
Do you want square toes or round toes? 
He couldn’t decide, so the cobbler gave him a few days.  
When he saw Reagan later that week, he asked 
Square toes or round toes 
Reagan still couldn't make up his mind. 
Don't sweat it. Your shoes will be ready in a couple days.  
When he picked them up, he was stunned! 
He now had a square-toed shoe and a round-toed shoe!  
 
The cobbler gave him this advice… 
Never let people make decisions for you. 
 
If you don't make decide, decisions will be made.  
And you may not like them… 
 
We have to make our choice 
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After all we are the ones who will endure the consequences 
 
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus gets right to it! 
And it’s uncomfortable and it’s direct  
 
You shall not murder… 
and 
Whoever murders shall be liable to judgment… 
 
But  I  say to you  
that if you are angry with a brother or sister,  
you will be liable to judgment;  
 
But what if my anger is justified? 
What if I have a really good, legitimate reason to be mad? 
What if I’m the victim? 
Surely Jesus would stand with me in my resentment… 
But he does not 
Jesus never says, Go ahead and let your blood boil over 
Jesus never says, Release you rage… just don’t murder 
 
Here’s what he does say… 
 
If you insult a brother or sister,  
you will be liable to the council;  
and if you say, `You fool,'  
you will be liable to the hell of fire. 
 
I can’t insult my enemies? 
Not even a sharp word? 
No wise cracks?  
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Even if it’s funny?  Nothing? 
So what do we do with all that… stuff 
 
Well, we go back to the people involved 
And we work it out 
 
Jesus said… 
This is how I want you to conduct yourself.  
When you’re in church… 
and about to put something into the offering plate  
and suddenly remember a grudge with a friend… 
leave immediately…  
go to your friend and make things right.  
Then… and only then…  
come back and work things out with God. 
 
but he doesn’t stop there… 
 

Or say you’re out on the street  
and an old enemy accosts you.  
Don’t lose a minute.  
Make the first move;  
make things right with him.  
After all,  
if you leave the first move to him,  
knowing his track record,  
you’re likely to end up in court,  
maybe even jail.  
If that happens,  
you won’t get out without a stiff fine. 
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If it seems like the choices are getting more difficult 
It’s because the consequences are getting greater. 
 
If you want to live a morally pure life,  
here’s what Jesus says we have to do:  
 
You have to blind your right eye  
the moment you catch it in a lustful leer.  
You have to choose to live one-eyed  
or else be dumped on a moral trash pile.  
 
And you have to chop off your right hand  
the moment you notice it raised threateningly.  
Better a bloody stump  
than your entire being discarded for good in the dump. 
 
And Jesus finishes with this:  
 
And don’t say anything you don’t mean.  
This counsel is embedded deep in our traditions.  
You only make things worse  
when you lay down a smoke screen of pious talk,  
saying, ‘I’ll pray for you,’ and never doing it,  
or saying, ‘God be with you,’ and not meaning it.  
You don’t make your words true  
by embellishing them with religious lace.  
In making your speech sound more religious,  
it becomes less true.  
Just say ‘yes’ and ‘no.’  
When you manipulate words to get your own way,  
you go wrong. 
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This stuff is tough for us to hear 
It is tough for us not to go on the defensive 
And counter attack 
 
Kathleen Norris liked to use her anger  
When required she could go into Woman Warrior mode 
But left unchecked,  
It fueled her self-righteousness 
And allowed her to deny her fears 
 
She said, 
My husband, who has a much sweeter nature than I,  
once told me that my mean streak grieved him,  
not just because of the pain it caused him  
but because it was doing me harm.  
 
Divorce Wars, a TV show on CNBC 
Is reveals the battle for control, power and revenge  
when couples become combatants. 
In one episode,  
a thriving divorce lawyer was on the brink of divorce,  
even though he strongly believed in family life.  
As he began to ponder why his marriage was falling apart, 
he asked a friend:  
 
Max, how did you stay married for thirty-five years? 
 
I guess we didn’t expect as much from each other 
and we ended up getting more. 
 
That’s the choice he made.  
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Decisions we make every day, every hour, every second… 
Some easy… some difficult… 
But… in every choice we make…  
God is with us 
God’s Holy Spirit is in us 
Coaxing us, nudging us, encouraging us, quietly 
 
An old African American proverb says 
God votes for you. 
The devil votes against you. 
You break the tie. 
 
Will you make the right choice? 
 


