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A bustling subway platform in New York City 
Wesley Autry and his young daughters waited for their train. 
Then everything changed 
Another man… suffered from a seizure…  
Stumbled and fell off the platform down onto the subway tracks.  
Headlights from the next train scorched the tunnel. 
 
In the blink of an eye, Wesly jumped down to the tracks 
And dragged the stricken man into the space between the rails. 
 
The train was coming too fast. There wasn’t time. 
So Wesley shoved him down… spread his own body over him. 
The train rushed over them… just inches away… 
It left grease marks on his cap.  
Then… silence… 
There are two little girls up there.  
Let them know their Daddy is OK. 
 
Wesley Autrey became a national hero, selfless and bravery. 
The papers called him… Subway Superman… Harlem Hero… 
One headline read… 
Good Samaritan Saves Man on Subway Tracks. 
 
If I had been on that platform, what would I have done?  
Would I have been as courageous as Wesley? 
Would I have jumped to the tracks in front of a speeding train? 
Would I have been… a Good Samaritan? 
 
Is that is the essence of this parable 
 
Am I willing, when the circumstances arise,  
to be a Good Samaritan to other people?  
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Remember how the parable began? 
Jesus was arguing with an attorney.  
The lawyer was pressing hard… 
trying to make Jesus look foolish… 
cross-examining for weaknesses. 
 
In your view, just what do I need to do to inherit eternal life? 
 

You’re the lawyer, what’s the law say? 
He knew the law… 
 
Love God with all your heart and soul and strength and mind… 
and also love your neighbor as you love yourself. 
 

Well, there you have it. You're right.  
Love God fully and love your neighbor as yourself.  

Do this and you will have life. 
 
But the lawyer wouldn’t drop it. 
He wanted a loophole… an escape clause… a way out… 
 
Now hold on here…  
Just what do you mean by neighbor?  
Be precise. 
Who exactly is my neighbor? 
 
Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
As a response to the question… 
 
Who exactly is my neighbor? 
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A man… Jesus didn’t say where he was from or what he looked like 
Just a generic, unidentified man… mugged and left for dead. 
 
Now the road to Jericho was notoriously dangerous… 
Travelers were often beaten and robbed. 
That part wasn’t shocking.  
 
But other things happened… that were genuinely shocking 
Two holy men avoided the victim… and did absolutely nothing. 
Intentionally 
 
But the bigger shock was the guy who helped him 
The last person anyone expected to show kindness… a Samaritan.  
 
Keep in mind… Everyone there was Jewish 
Jesus, the lawyer, the priest, the Levite, the victim, even the robbers. 
Except… this Samaritan  
Jews and Samaritans have a long history of racial and religious hatred.  
If he’d been conscious…  
the victim would have refused the Samaritan’s help.  
 
Better to die alone on the road than to be touched by a Samaritan.  
But this despised Samaritan, tenderly cared for this injured man.  
Even though they were enemies, he cared for him. 
When he finished the parable, Jesus asked the lawyer… 
Who is the neighbor in this story? 
The lawyer couldn’t bring himself to even say the word Samaritan. 
He just mumbled… The one who showed mercy. 
And Jesus commanded him… Go and do likewise. 
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Some folks think Jesus is saying… 
I want you to go out and be just like that Good Samaritan.  
He cared for someone in need; I want you to imitate him.  
Go and do likewise. 
 
But if that was the point, he’d have told a different story. 
He could have given a simple moral example 
and left out all that Samaritan business. 
A man is in trouble 
Three people passed by who could have helped. 
The first and second did nothing, but the third did, 
so be like the third one and not like the first two. 
Do the right thing! 
 
But this… is a parable… 
and parables are always shocking, surprising, and unexpected, 
parables are to be wrestled with and puzzled over,  
An unwanted, rejected Samaritan showed mercy to his enemy. 
And that throws a monkey wrench into any simple explanation. 
And that changes things…  
 
The other problem is even more significant. 
If we’re to imitate the Good Samaritan’s courageous compassion… 
The sad fact is… we can’t. 
That’s why Wesley Autrey’s actions are so remarkable, incredible. 
Almost none of us would have done it.  
It is just not in our nature to forget ourselves…  
and risk everything for a stranger. 
 
It takes more than a change of mind… it takes a change of heart. 
That's what this parable is about: a change of heart. 
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Princeton University professor Robert Wuthnow, studied 
Why are some people generous and compassionate,  
while others are not.  
 

He discovered… 
that in many compassionate people, something happened to them. 
and that experience transformed their lives. 
 

Jack Casey, paramedic, had little reason to be a Good Samaritan. 
Raised in a tough home, by an alcoholic father, he said, 
The only thing I learned from my father… 
was that I didn’t want to grow up to be like him. 
 
But something happened to Jack when he was a child  
that changed his life, changed his heart.  
He was having surgery one day, and he was frightened.  
the surgical nurse stood next to him reassuring him.  
Don't worry, I'll be here right beside you no matter what happens. 
And when Jack woke up, she was right there.  
 
Jack became a paramedic. One day he was sent to a highway accident.  
A man was pinned upside down in his truck  
gasoline was dripping on everywhere. 
They had to cut him out of the wreck to save him  
One spark from the cutting tool and everything could go up in flames.  
The driver was terrified.  
Jack slid into the wreck next to him. 
It will be okay. I'm right here. I’m not going anywhere.  
 
When the driver was tucked into the ambulance he said to Jack…  
You know you’re an idiot… 
That thing could have exploded and we’d have both burned up! 
 

I just couldn't leave you… 
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When jack arrived at the crash scene 
He had to choose 
Between fear and love 
 
When we face tough choices… 
There are always two paths 
 
The decisions we make in those moments will be based 
in either love or fear.  
 
Far too many… choose their path… out of fear…  
disguised as practicality. 
 
What we really want… seems impossibly beyond our reach… 
So we play it safe. 
 
But be careful. Our need for acceptance… can make us invisible… 
 
Life doesn’t happen to us 
Life happens for us 
 
And when we walk in love… as Christ loves us… 
 
We are unbreakable 
 
When all is said and done 
All that really matters… 
Is what is in our hearts… 
 
May the love of God in Christ Jesus be in all our hearts… 
So that we too… can go and do likewise 
Amen. 


