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On this last Sunday of Advent,  
Our last service before Christmas… 
we have the story of an ordinary, quiet, faithful man… Joseph. 
 
Joseph was probably uncomfortable in the spotlight. 
But we need to shine a light on him 
Because the light of Christ is bright within him 
And yet, throughout Christian history,  
from Renaissance art to homespun Christmas pageants, 
Joseph is almost never front and center. 
In those classical paintings of Madonna and child… Joseph’s not there. 
Occasionally he’s shuffled off to the side, or tucked into the background. 
I don't think Joseph minds being off to the side 
If he was here with us right now, 
He’s probably be embarrassed by all the fame. 
 
I think Joseph knew that life is more about the grace of daily obligation, 
the hundreds of small decisions made every day. 
This carpenter would rather work with his hands than talk… 
More concerned with finding the right tool for the right job… 
 
Christmas Eve is Tuesday… time for the Children’s Christmas Pageant 
The star? Why Mary, of course! 
 
We’ve all known disappointed little girls who didn’t get to play Mary… 
But slighted little boys who didn’t get to play Joseph? Never!  
Boys want to be kings… or shepherds… 
The cast features Mary… and Jesus… and the three kings… 
Plus an array of shepherds and angels 
and sometimes… a few sheep… 
But Joseph? He’s almost an afterthought. 
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If Mary was first to hear the Good News of the birth of Christ, 
Joseph had to be the second.  
 
But for Joseph, Mary’s pregnancy was bad news.  
He knew the child wasn’t his.  
 
Mary was engaged to Joseph…  
but before they lived together… she was… with child. 
 
In those days, two steps led to marriage.  
The first… betrothal  
This was a legally binding period…  
one year before the couple actually married and lived together. 
If anything bad happened during this time 
The man could dissolve the relationship… without penalty…  
It was legally… the same as divorce. 
 
Mary and Joseph were in this first stage, legally bound to one another, 
awaiting the day of their marriage.  
So when Joseph found out that Mary was pregnant,  
It is was not good news… in fact… it was very bad news. 
 
Joseph was hurt… humiliated… and justifiably… angry. 
But Joseph… was a man of few words.  
When he learned about Mary’s pregnancy. 
Knowing the baby wasn’t his. 
He jumped to the obvious conclusion. 
She was with another man… She cheated on him…  
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But Joseph was a righteous man… 
He loved God and followed the law. 
Because that’s righteous people do… Obey God’s commands.  
 
So he turned to God’s law for guidance. 
 
And according to the law… he had two options.  
 
Option One…  
Publically bring charges against Mary.  
Accuse her of adultery. 
Point to her obvious condition as evidence.  
The penalty for adultery… was death… that’s right. Death!  
 
Option Two… 
Divorce Mary privately.  
In the presence of two witnesses,  
he could write out a paper of divorce and present it to her.  
No public charges. No penalty of death.  
 
Eventually… of course… everyone would know…  
She’d be ostracized… probably work as a prostitute…  
but she… and her baby… would be alive. 
 
If it were you… What would you do? 
 
As much as Joseph loved Mary, he couldn’t disregard the law.  
He couldn’t choose with laws to obey…  
He would have violated God’s will! Unthinkable! 
Especially for a righteous man…  
 
Joseph also knew… God was both righteous… and merciful…  
So… He decided to dismiss Mary quietly. 
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Then everything went a little crazy… 
An angel of the Lord showed up… in the middle of the night…  
In a dream… 

 
Joseph… don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife…  
the child conceived in her womb…  
is from the Holy Spirit.  
She will bear a son… 
and you are to name him Jesus…  
And he will save his people… from their sins. 

Amazing!   
And how did Joseph respond?  
Exactly like the ordinary, righteous man that he was. 
He did exactly what the angel of the Lord asked. Period. 
Joseph was a righteous man. 
He spent his entire life trying to follow God’s commands.  
Out of a lifetime of devotion to God and to following God’s law,  
Joseph knew he was given a message… directly from God.  
He needed no extra words, no additional explanation. 
That was it. Done. 
 
When young Mary heard the news of the birth of Christ… 
She had questions!  
How can this be? 
But Joseph… didn’t.  
Because of his devotion to God… and his study of the scriptures…  
Joseph believed… 
 
He knew the passage from Isaiah: 

Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and they shall name him Emmanuel,  
which means ‘God is with us.’ 
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No wonder he did exactly as asked. No objection. Only obedience. 
 
He took Mary as his wife and he named their child Jesus.  
No extra words. No extra explanations.  
Joseph, an ordinary man, a faithful man, a man of few words,  
did exactly what the Lord commanded him. 
Just as he had done… for his entire life. 
 
The wonder of this story…  
is that through the faithfulness of an ordinary man…  
God did something extraordinary.  
The amazing news that God sent his son… 
to be born of a virgin,  
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world,  
was fulfilled… through the faith and obedience of a simple man.  
 
The angel proclaimed the miraculous news 
that God is coming among us as a little baby… 
and unlike Mary,  
who responded with joyful exuberance,  
 
My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior  
 
Joseph spoke no great words. 
He wasn’t a big talker.  
He was a carpenter… a practical man. 
a faithful man…  
but he didn’t make a big show of it.  
He abided in God. He abided. 
Abiding isn’t just doing what God asks… 
It’s doing what God asks… without objection… without complaining. 
Joyfully. 
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I love the fact that there is a place in the Christmas story… 
For someone who doesn’t seek the spotlight 
That when God comes to earth as a helpless infant 
That he’s given an earthly father… of great humility… 
 
One that quietly teaches a young boy… how to become a man… 
A faithful man. A righteous man. A merciful man. A loving man. 
 
On Christmas Eve… Joseph will not be in the spotlight. 
And all through Jesus childhood and adolescence… 
We’ll hear nothing about Joseph. 
 
We just have today… to meet the most important human father 
In the history of the world… 
 
 


