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Of all the books of the New Testament, 
Paul’s letters are the oldest sources we have about Jesus. 
They were written a couple of decades before the first Gospel. 
 
Paul wrote…  
For those who are in Christ and Christ is in them,  
then… the Spirit of God dwells in you.  
An astonishing assertion. Not to be taken for granted. 
 
So how does this happen? 
Just how does this Spirit of God, this Christ, come to dwell in us? 
 
Us… is important word here… 
 
Paul rarely spoke of an individual’s relationship to Christ.  
He spoke almost exclusively to the community…  
to the entire church 
 
So again… How does Christ and the Spirit of God come to dwell in us? 
 
Today…  we have the Parable of the Sower  
That reveals how we might accomplish it. 
How God’s spirit might…Pitch a tent… 
Set up shop…Move into our neighborhood… 
And live in us! 
 
Biblical Scholars tell us literary devices often reveal  
as much as the words. Techniques like personification… 
hyperbole…or in this case… repetition 
 
When we see a phrase repeated over and over 
It means, this bit is important. Pay attention! Listen up! 
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A sower… went out to sow… and as he sowed …  
 

This isn’t some random person scattering seed…  
hoping gravity and good luck will take care of the rest.  
 
The sower is a professional! He knows what he’s doing! 
The seed goes exactly where it is supposed to go.  
No ground left bare. No soil overplanted. 
They go precisely where they’re supposed to go. 
 
The famous painter Vincent van Gogh understood this.  
He knew that the seeds were God’s message to the people 
He knew that Jesus was sent to proclaim God’s message:  
I will set you free… I will bring you peace. 
 
You know Van Gogh was going to follow in his father’s footsteps 
A Dutch Reformed Pastor.  
He spent years bringing the Good News to the poor,  
Tending to their spiritual and physical suffering. 
Later in life, he turned to painting… to bring people closer to God,  
and closer to each other.  
 
One of his favorite subjects 
Taken from today’s gospel reading is The Sower. 
The bright yellow sky symbolized faith, triumph and love. 
The blue fields beneath his feet represented the divine. 
The swirls of paint combine the colors so they seem to move together,  
showing relationship of all living things.  
And there is something holy, good and free in The Sower himself 
who, in the parable, is God in Christ planting the Good News 
in the soil of our hearts. 
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The very thought that this seed, this Word of God,  
could yield a hundredfold was considered impossible  
No seed known yielded such bounty.  
Maybe tenfold, twentyfold or even thirtyfold,  
but 60 or 100?  Unprecedented. Unknown. Simply Unimaginable!  
 
But that’s the power of God. 
To the people who heard Jesus that day 
And to all of you watching this day.  
Plant the Spirit of God in the soil of your hearts,  
Tend it… and be transformed… And produce a hundredfold.  
What a truly awesome gift from an awesome God. 
 
So… are you ready to receive God’s Spirit? 
Are you fertile… well-tilled… deeply mulched soil?  
 
Or are you rocky ground?  
If you are… 
Remove some the rocks… 
Those voices in your head…  
You can’t… You’re not good enough…You’re unworthy of love 
  
God knows you are good enough… and smart enough… 
You… are God’s beloved child! 
He’s crazy about you! 
 
Are you the path… In a hurry to go anywhere.  
No time to stop and smell the roses 
Then bust up your pavement… 
Reveal the good earth below the surface 
Make a place for God to grow in your life 
A pandemic is a good time to slow down 
and welcome God into your heart 
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Is your soil choked with thorns? 
Are you surrounded by earthly treasures, indulgences? 
Rethink your priorities! 
Who do you follow? A person? An institution? Almighty God? 
Prune those branches. Make room for God 
 
We are the soil… And the kind of soil we are… Is up to us. 
 
I recommend you start with prayer.  
Pick up your phone. Call in to Morning Prayer 
Monday Thru Friday Begin at 8:00am…  
And be on your way by 8:25. 
 
And The Spirit of God…  
Will dwell in you!  
Impossible?  
Never!  
For with God…  
All things are possible. 
 


