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The readings begin with the prophetic words of Malachi…  
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,  
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight— 
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

 
Then the Canticle… The Song of Zechariah… 
taken from the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel. 
Zechariah… John the Baptist’s father said this about his son 
The one who Jesus declared the greatest of all prophets… 
 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  
To give his people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins.  
 

And then in the gospel reading… 
John the Baptist himself… 
Proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
 
So for us…  
The road to reconciliation… leads to peace 
 
And the road to reconciliation 
Is at the intersection of sin and repentance 
 
It is a road less traveled… slow and bumpy… with frequent stops…  
but it well worth the change in direction 
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There is a wonderful four lane divided highway in North Korea called 
The Highway of Reconciliation 
In a land known for horrible roads is a massive concrete ribbon 
That stretches to the South Korean border 
A symbol of reunification for the two nations… with no cars. 
There is an actual road to peace… but no one uses it… 
 
The real road to reconciliation… leads to peace 
 
And the real road to reconciliation 
Is found at the intersection of sin and repentance 
 
And at that corner… is a stop sign! 
Now some folks run the stop sign. They don't even slow down. 
Full speed ahead… Maintain present course… 
 
Others do a rolling stop… slowing down just enough to check for cops 
And when they see the coast is clear… they floor it… no looking back 
 
A few… come to a full and complete stop 
Right out of the Driver’s Ed Handbook… 
And when they look down the other path… they face a decision… 
Do I keep going the way I’ve been going? 
Or do I make a change? 
 
The side road of forgiveness is not nearly as inviting. 
There are potholes and curves. The sin highway is much smoother 
But you can’t see what’s around the bend… 
You may find that the road is closed. 
Barriers and flashing lights… a terrible accident… 
You move forward slowly… but you have fight for a spot in line… 
Then comes the scene of the destruction… 
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If only there was a bypass! 
We wouldn't have to look at it… 
We could just zip around the consequences… 
 
Except we’d be back at the intersection of sin and forgiveness 
Only this time… you look… 
And off in the far distance… you can see something coming… 
You can’t judge the speed… you can’t tell how close it is… 
But it is coming… and right then…  
you hear the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,  
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 
So… you turn. 
And you leave the sin highway… 
And slowly… move forward… on the road to forgiveness… 
 
You look ahead… there is an end to this road… 
And it is bright with the light of Christ… 
And you know… it is the salvation of God. 
 
And in that light is the forgiveness of your sins 
So that you may come to the end of this road 
Holy and blameless before the Father 
Not because of anything you have done 
But because of what the Son of God has already done for you. 
And you are overwhelmed… with love. 
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Overwhelmed with the love of God. 
And in that moment… you can hear the voice of the Apostle Paul 
And he’s talking to all of us! 
 
I thank my God every time I remember you,  
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 
 
I am confident of this, 
that the one who began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
 
It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because you hold me in your heart, 
for all of you share in God's grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
 
For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
 
And this is my prayer, 
that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, 
so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 
having produced the harvest of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
That… is… real… peace… 
That… is the peace of God… 
That surpasses all understanding 
That we can only find… 
On the road to forgiveness… 
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But the road to forgiveness is a two-way street. 
Having our own sins forgiven come at a price. 
And the cost… is forgiving the sins of others. 
 
Forgive us our sins… as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 
The cost of being forgiven… is forgiving others… 
 
And the reason that is so hard… 
Is because we don't want to let go of our anger 
We’re not willing to let those offenders off the hook 
We want our actions nullified… but theirs held for judgment… 
 
But that cannot work. 
It is an unbalanced equation 
There is no right solution 
It is an unsolvable problem 
 
There is a right of way 
There is a proper road 
There is a righteous pathway 
 
Because of Jesus… 
You are accepted… Even though… You are unacceptable. 
That… is the grace of God. 
 
Because we are forgiven… 
We express our gratitude… for God’s mercy 
By forgiving others… and showing Mercy… 
That… is how the light of Christ radiates from us 
That… is the peace of Advent. 
 


