
 1 

Merry Christmas 

What a wonderful thing to say at this time of the year 

Merry Christmas 

 

It conveys so many different meanings 

To so many different people 

And most of them are good 

 

In parts of England and Ireland, 

people say Happy Christmas 

 

Because in Victorian times 

Merry meant tipsy… or drunk! 

 

So they went with a Joyous Christmas 

Rather than an Inebriated Christmas 

 

This time of the year, we greet everyone by saying 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Although Happy Holidays and Seasons Greetings  

have replaced Merry Christmas in many places 

 

Happy Holidays has become a catch all wish for 

Thanksgiving, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, 

the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

The Feast of St. Nicholas 

the Winter Solstice, 

Christmas Day (The Nativity of the Lord), 

Boxing Day (the Day After Christmas),  

New Years Day… and Epiphany… 

To name just a few… 
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People who favor Happy Holidays say  

It’s not supposed to be offensive. 

It’s just so non-Christians can participate in the spirit of the season 

 

Those opposed to Happy Holidays say  

It’s materialistic, consumerist, atheistic, agnostic, politically correct, 

deliberately diminishing Christianity and advancing secularism. 

 

Isn’t it amazing how upset some people get over a greeting? 

 

One guy told me that Jesus wasn’t born in December,  

And that Christmas is just a scam. 

So all of the Christian faith is corrupt and not to be believed 

 

He was right about one thing. 

We don’t know exactly when Jesus was born. 

We do know what happened 

We do know who was there 

We do know where it happened 

And we do know why it happened 

But as to the date… 

We don’t know exactly. 

 

And that’s ok 

 

Jesus wasn’t the first person without precise details of his birth 

And he certainly wasn’t the last 

 

What really matters is why he was born 

And why it matters 

 

Because I’m here to tell you that it is quite simply… 

The most important event in all of human history 
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There are lots of wonderful things about Christmas 

 

Friends and families gathering to share a meal 

Or open presents 

Or to help the poor 

Or to decorate their homes 

Or to listen to music 

Or to shop for gifts or to open gifts 

 

Just don’t lose sight of the big thing. 

Christmas is the most important event in human history 

 

A few years ago, an anonymous donor launched a billboard campaign. 

They were messages from God. 

Black background, white letters,  

And all signed by God. 

 

There were over a dozen different messages  

 

including… 

 

C’mon over, and bring the kids. 

 

Let’s meet at my house Sunday before the game. 

 

You think it’s hot here? 

 

But my all time favorite was… 

 

Don’t make me come down there! 
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Because you see 

That is exactly what God did. 

He came down here 

And of all the amazing things God has done throughout history 

Coming down here… becoming human… like us… Living with us… 

 

The greatest event in human history 

 

Sure he created us. That was huge. No doubt.  

And yes, he sent prophets 

To give us laws to live by 

Laws that would make us better people 

Make our world a better place 

 

No doubt 

If we followed those laws 

This world would be unbelievably wonderful 

 

Imagine a world 

Where everyone truly loved are cared for everyone else 

Where God and others came first 

And selfishness simply didn’t exist 

 

Imagine a world where everyone knew just how much God loved them. 

And they loved God right back. 

Loved the real God… not false gods…  

 

Imagine a world where people honored and respected their parents 

And all parents protected and cared for their children 

 

Imagine a world without killing, without stealing, without lying 

a world without adultery 
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Imagine a world where everyone was satisfied 

with no desires for what others had 

 

What a wonderful world… 

We all know the world isn’t like that. 

But at this time of the year 

We do get to see glimpses of perfection… 

 

We see people going out of their way to be generous 

 

We see people giving that most precious gift of all… their time… 

 

It’s a glimpse of that perfect world 

 

But if the humanity is going to have a paradigm shift 

A complete and total reversal of social and spiritual direction 

Then humanity needs something greater than just good works 

 

Humanity needs a savior 

 

And no one can save us 

Except for the God who created us 

 

For thousands of years… people tried their best 

and failed… 

 

And then one day 

 

The Lord God, our Father in heaven 

Creator of everything 

Did the unthinkable 

He came down from heaven 

And became human 
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God, the creator of everything that is seen and unseen 

Humbled himself beyond all comprehension 

And became a person. A human being. A tiny baby. An infant child. 

 

The creator became the thing he created 

 

Just like the billboard warned… 

He did it 

He came down here 

 

And that changed everything 

 

Now God’s people can have an intimate connection to their creator 

Now God’s people can have their sins forgiven 

Now God’s people can experience love in an unbelievably powerful way 

 

Human beings are now joined together with God 

As never before… or after… 

 

And that is why we celebrate Christmas 

 

Because we have been given the ultimate gift 

One that all the wealth in the world could not buy 

One that is truly priceless 

 

A gift we can’t possibly understand… fully… 

 

If you’ve ever had the pleasure of wandering through the toy aisles 

You may have noticed that toys have age recommendations 

 

A skateboard is not appropriate for an infant 

A chemistry set is not appropriate for a toddler 

They are simply not mature enough to understand these things 
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I confess, I think that I’m too immature to fully understand 

The gift of the nativity 

 

Try as we may 

The idea of God 

Becoming a human being 

To live among us 

Is mind boggling 

 

I’d like to believe that someday I’ll grow into it 

Like a jacket that too large 

And that one day it will fit me perfectly 

But until then 

I’ll just contemplate the mystery of the greatest gift of all time 

And be washed over with the joy of God’s amazing love 

And give humble thanks to the most generous benefactor 

The world has ever… or will ever know. 

 

Merry Christmas 


