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I’m sure you’ve all read the cover of the bulletin 
Love your enemies 
 
Is that even reasonable? 
 
Hating people who hate us is natural. 
Anger… Rage… The desire for revenge… 
These are hard-wired in us… Impossible to escape… 
We live in a trap of destructive emotions 
and repeating pointless and painful thoughts. 
Worry… Jealousy… Anger… Rage… 
Conspire to drive out all love… from human life 
 
It’s right here… In Psalm 37… 
Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;  
    do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 
 
Even though we all know…  
Love is the source of life and the only true purpose for living. 
 
Paul wrote 
Without love… whatever we do is worth nothing 
Today’s Collect says…  
Love is “the true bond of peace and all virtue… 
without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. 
 
Why?  
Because God is love and love is the cause of all being. 
Without love… nothing… is… 
 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry said… 
If it’s not about love… it’s not about God 
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We do know a little bit about love…  
In truncated form, trimmed down to personal and social advantage… 
a kind of social contract. 
 
Jesus said… 
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  
For even sinners love those who love them. 
 
If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same. 
 
If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, 
what credit is that to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again 
 
While there’s no extra credit for that kind of love… goodness & lending 
 
It creates a social bond, stability, and a measure of trust,  
Although it’s limited to only one group. 
Outsiders are not invited into that love. Strangers… are a threat. 
 
Mutual love… for mutual advantage 
is often tested… strained… and damaged… 
by destructive emotion and behavior. 
 
Romance… however beautiful and good 
Also carries an undercurrent of strong… uncontrollable… emotion.  
 
It can become poisonous… capable of infecting any loving relationship 
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Catullus… an ancient Roman poet wrote…  
 

I hate and I love 
Perhaps you ask why I do it 
I don’t know 
But I sense it and I am crushed 

 
Crimes of Passion… are the result of a deadly mixture of love and hate. 
 
But what can we do about it? 
Our love is narrow… and our love is weak… 
 
We can’t save ourselves from a mash-up of emotions and thoughts. 
We hate… and we love… 
 
And we read this bulletin cover… 
Love your enemies… 
And we know… this is what God wants us to do…  
Jesus himself said it… 
Do good… to those… who hate you 
 
How? How can we possibly do this? 
How can we love my enemies? 
 
A few days before the National Prayer Breakfast… 
When Bishop Curry preached… 
 
Democrats… go love some Republicans! 

Some of the people cheered… 
 
Republicans… go love some Democrats! 

Different people cheered… 
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How are we supposed to do that… Love our enemies…? 
 
There’s a wonderful example in today’s Exodus Reading 
It retells the end of the story… 
But to truly grasp its meaning… we need the back-story 
 
Joseph tended the flocks with his brothers 
And Jacob… his father… loved him the most… 
He gave him a coat of many colors. 
 
And because their father loved Joseph more… they hated him 
Jealousy… Envy… No kind words… No smiles… 
 
And when Joseph said… 
I had this dream 
We were binding sheaves in the field 
When suddenly my sheaf stood upright and remained upright 
and your sheaves bowed low to my sheaf. 
 
His brothers growled back 
Do you intend to reign over us? To rule over us? 
and they hated him even more. 
 
Joseph overwhelmed his brothers with his ambitious dreams 
And they wanted him gone 
So they threw him into a pit to die… 
 
But he didn’t die… he was found by bandits… and sold into slavery. 
 
And then… sent to prison… and long hours of solitude 
 
 
 



 5 
 
Joseph overcame his difficulties… and became Pharaoh’s chief advisor. 
 
Then… famine shrouded the land… 
And Jacob… desperate and hungry… sent his sons to Egypt… 
Praying for food… and an end to their suffering… 
 
And the man in charge of all Pharaoh’s riches… is their brother Joseph.  
 
Would Joseph seek revenge? He certainly was entitled to, wasn’t he? 
  

Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is my father alive?’  
But his brothers could not answer him,  
so dismayed were they at his presence. 

 
They stood in fear and they expected hatred.  
 

And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them,  
and after that his brothers talked with him. 

 
The dream came true. 
 
The brothers bowed before Joseph…  
but he did not gloat. 
He loved them. 
 
If you’re thinking… 
I could never do that… 
 
I believe you can.  
If you can accept… appreciate… how deeply God loves you.  
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Theologian Karl Barth wrote… 

Men can never wrest love unto themselves 
and make it their own possession.  
They can only continually receive it afresh 
as something shed abroad from above. 
Such love… which is God’s work… is possible…  
only because… he first loved us. 

 
Divine love happens and tears fall… 
because God dwells among human beings. 
 
Love changes us… so we can change the world… 
 
I found a couple of examples of love in the world 
In Susan Trott’s, The Holy Man’s Journey 
 
A holy man was traveling with his companion 
When their taxi crashed into another cab… 
the drivers jumped out… pointed at damage… screamed at each other… 
then the knives came out… 
 
The Holy man quietly got out of the car…  
walked over… said a few words… and weapons were put away. 
They shook hands… and returned to their cars. 
 
His companion was shocked! 
What did you say to them? 
 
I said the accident was my fault. 
I was pointing out the window and distracted the driver 
I was to blame for the crash… 
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The other driver wasn’t the problem… 
Laying the blame on the other driver… 
That was the problem 
 
His willingness to accept responsibility 
Even though he was clearly innocent 
Changed everything… 
 
Just as Jesus… who took the blame for us… changed everything… 
The people who crucified him 
The judges… the leaders… the soldiers… who killed Jesus… 
 
…were not his enemies!  They were His people… The ones He made… 
The ones He loved… The ones He still loves… 
That includes everyone here today… 
And everyone not here today… 
 
Jesus said… 
If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same. …But love your enemies, do good,  
and lend, expecting nothing in return. 
 
How can we do this? We pray! Like when we prayed the Collect… 
 
O Lord,  
you have taught us that without love... whatever we do is worth nothing: 
Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift,  
which is love, the true bond of peace and of all virtue,  
without which… whoever lives is accounted dead before you.  
Grant this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


