
 

Please turn to page 641. We’ll say Psalm 41 and 52 together 

 

41 Beatus qui intelligit 

1 Happy are they who consider the poor and needy! * 

    the Lord will deliver them in the time of trouble. 

2 The Lord preserves them and keeps them alive, 

   so that they may be happy in the land; * 

      he does not hand them over to the will of their enemies. 

 

3 The Lord sustains them on their sickbed * 

      and ministers to them in their illness. 

 

4 I said, "Lord, be merciful to me; * 

    heal me, for I have sinned against you." 

 

5 My enemies are saying wicked things about me: * 

    "When will he die, and his name perish?" 

 

6 Even if they come to see me, they speak empty words; * 

     their heart collects false rumors; 

     they go outside and spread them. 

 

7 All my enemies whisper together about me * 

     and devise evil against me. 

 

8 "A deadly thing," they say, "has fastened on him; * 

      he has taken to his bed and will never get up again." 

 

9 Even my best friend, whom I trusted, 

   who broke bread with me, * 
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      has lifted up his heel and turned against me. 

 

10 But you, O Lord, be merciful to me and raise me up, * 

       and I shall repay them. 

 

11 By this I know you are pleased with me, * 

       that my enemy does not triumph over me. 

 

12 In my integrity you hold me fast, * 

       and shall set me before your face for ever. 

 

13 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, * 

       from age to age. Amen. Amen. 

Please turn to page 657 for Psalm 52 

52 Quid gloriaris? 

 

1 You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness * 

     against the godly all day long? 

2 You plot ruin; 

   your tongue is like a sharpened razor, * 

      O worker of deception. 

 

3 You love evil more than good * 

     and lying more than speaking the truth. 

 

4 You love all words that hurt, * 

     O you deceitful tongue. 

 

5 Oh, that God would demolish you utterly, * 

     topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling, 

    and root you out of the land of the living! 

 

6 The righteous shall see and tremble, * 

    and they shall laugh at him, saying, 

 

7 "This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, * 

      but trusted in great wealth 
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     and relied upon wickedness." 

 

8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; * 

     I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever. 

 

9 I will give you thanks for what you have done * 

    and declare the goodness of your Name in the presence 

       of the godly. 

 

 

The first lesson is from Sirach 19:4-17 

 
4 One who trusts others too quickly has a shallow mind, 

   and one who sins does wrong to himself.  
5 One who rejoices in wickedness* will be condemned,*  
6   but one who hates gossip has less evil.  
7 Never repeat a conversation, 

   and you will lose nothing at all.  
8 With friend or foe do not report it, 

   and unless it would be a sin for you, do not reveal it;  
9 for someone may have heard you and watched you, 

   and in time will hate you.  
10 Have you heard something? Let it die with you. 

   Be brave, it will not make you burst!  
11 Having heard something, the fool suffers birth-pangs 

   like a woman in labor with a child.  
12 Like an arrow stuck in a person’s thigh, 

   so is gossip inside a fool.  

 
13 Question a friend; perhaps he did not do it; 

   or if he did, so that he may not do it again.  
14 Question a neighbor; perhaps he did not say it; 

   or if he said it, so that he may not repeat it.  
15 Question a friend, for often it is slander; 

   so do not believe everything you hear.  
16 A person may make a slip without intending it. 

   Who has not sinned with his tongue?  
17 Question your neighbor before you threaten him; 

   and let the law of the Most High take its course.* 
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 The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 

  

 

 

 

The second lesson is from Revelation 11:1-14 

 

11Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, 

‘Come and measure the temple of God and the altar and those who 

worship there, 2but do not measure the court outside the temple; 

leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will 

trample over the holy city for forty-two months. 3And I will grant 

my two witnesses authority to prophesy for one thousand two 

hundred and sixty days, wearing sackcloth.’  

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand 

before the Lord of the earth. 5And if anyone wants to harm them, fire 

pours from their mouth and consumes their foes; anyone who wants 

to harm them must be killed in this manner. 6They have authority to 

shut the sky, so that no rain may fall during the days of their 

prophesying, and they have authority over the waters to turn them 

into blood, and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often 

as they desire.  

7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up 

from the bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them 

and kill them, 8and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great 

city that is prophetically* called Sodom and Egypt, where also their 

Lord was crucified. 9For three and a half days members of the 

peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead 

bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb; 10and the 

inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and celebrate and 

exchange presents, because these two prophets had been a torment to 

the inhabitants of the earth.  

11 But after the three and a half days, the breath* of life from God 

entered them, and they stood on their feet, and those who saw them 

were terrified. 12Then they* heard a loud voice from heaven saying 
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to them, ‘Come up here!’ And they went up to heaven in a cloud 

while their enemies watched them. 13At that moment there was a 

great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people 

were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave 

glory to the God of heaven.  

14 The second woe has passed. The third woe is coming very soon.  
 

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 

The third lesson is from Luke 11:14-26 

 

14 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon 

had gone out, the one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds 

were amazed. 15But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by 

Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.’ 16Others, to test him, kept 

demanding from him a sign from heaven. 17But he knew what they 

were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom divided against 

itself becomes a desert, and house falls on house. 18If Satan also is 

divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? —for you say 

that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul. 19Now if I cast out the 

demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists* cast them out? 

Therefore, they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of 

God that I cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come 

to you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his 

property is safe. 22But when one stronger than he attacks him and 

overpowers him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and 

divides his plunder. 23Whoever is not with me is against me, and 

whoever does not gather with me scatters.  

24 ‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders 

through waterless regions looking for a resting-place, but not finding 

any, it says, “I will return to my house from which I came.” 25When 

it comes, it finds it swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings 

seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live 

there; and the last state of that person is worse than the first.’  
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The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

The collect for Proper 25 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 

and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us 

love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Tuesday October 27, 2020 

 
Please turn to page 647. We’ll say Psalm 45 together 

45 Eructavit cor meum 

 

1 My heart is stirring with a noble song; 

   let me recite what I have fashioned for the king; * 

     my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer. 

 

2 You are the fairest of men; * 

     grace flows from your lips, 

    because God has blessed you for ever. 

 

3 Strap your sword upon your thigh, O mighty warrior, * 

     in your pride and in your majesty. 

 

4 Ride out and conquer in the cause of truth * 

     and for the sake of justice. 

 

5 Your right hand will show you marvelous things; * 

     your arrows are very sharp, O mighty warrior. 

 

6 The peoples are falling at your feet, * 

     and the king's enemies are losing heart. 

7 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, * 

     a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom; 

    you love righteousness and hate iniquity. 

 

8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you * 
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     with the oil of gladness above your fellows. 

 

9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes, and cassia, * 

     and the music of strings from ivory palaces makes you glad. 

 

10 Kings' daughters stand among the ladies of the court; * 

       on your right hand is the queen, 

      adorned with the gold of Ophir. 

 

11 "Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; * 

       forget your people and your father's house. 

 

12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; * 

       he is your master; therefore do him honor. 

 

13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; * 

       the rich among the people seek your favor." 

 

14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; * 

       her gown is cloth-of-gold. 

 

15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; * 

       after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 

 

16 With joy and gladness they are brought, * 

        and enter into the palace of the king. 

 

17 "In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; * 

         you shall make them princes over all the earth. 

 

18 I will make your name to be remembered 

     from one generation to another; * 

       therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever." 

 
 
 
 

The first lesson is from Sirach 24:1-12 
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The Praise of Wisdom * 

 

24Wisdom praises herself, 

   and tells of her glory in the midst of her people.  
2 In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, 

   and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory:  
3 ‘I came forth from the mouth of the Most High, 

   and covered the earth like a mist.  
4 I dwelt in the highest heavens, 

   and my throne was in a pillar of cloud.  
5 Alone I compassed the vault of heaven 

   and traversed the depths of the abyss.  
6 Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, 

   and over every people and nation I have held sway.*  
7 Among all these I sought a resting-place; 

   in whose territory should I abide?  

 
8 ‘Then the Creator of all things gave me a command, 

   and my Creator chose the place for my tent. 

He said, “Make your dwelling in Jacob, 

   and in Israel receive your inheritance.”  
9 Before the ages, in the beginning, he created me, 

   and for all the ages I shall not cease to be.  
10 In the holy tent I ministered before him, 

   and so I was established in Zion.  
11 Thus in the beloved city he gave me a resting-place, 

   and in Jerusalem was my domain.  
12 I took root in an honored people, 

   in the portion of the Lord, his heritage.  

 

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 

The second lesson is from Revelation 11:14-19 
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14 The second woe has passed. The third woe is coming very soon.  
15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud 

voices in heaven, saying, 

‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 

 and of his Messiah,* 

 and he will reign for ever and ever.’  
 16 Then the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God 

fell on their faces and worshipped God, singing,  

 ‘We give you thanks, Lord God Almighty, 

 who are and who were, 

 for you have taken your great power 

 and begun to reign.  
 18 The nations raged, 

 but your wrath has come, 

 and the time for judging the dead, 

 for rewarding your servants,* the prophets 

 and saints and all who fear your name, 

 both small and great, 

 and for destroying those who destroy the earth.’  

 19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his 

covenant was seen within his temple; and there were flashes of 

lightning,               

 rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.  

 

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

The third lesson is Luke 11:27-36 

 
27 While he was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice 

and said to him, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts 

that nursed you!’ 28But he said, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear 

the word of God and obey it!’  
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29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, ‘This 

generation is an evil generation; it asks for a sign, but no sign will be 

given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30For just as Jonah became a 

sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this 

generation. 31The queen of the South will rise at the judgement with 

the people of this generation and condemn them, because she came 

from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and 

see, something greater than Solomon is here! 32The people of 

Nineveh will rise up at the judgement with this generation and 

condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and 

see, something greater than Jonah is here!  
33 ‘No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar,* but on the 

lampstand so that those who enter may see the light. 34Your eye is 

the lamp of your body. If your eye is healthy, your whole body is 

full of light; but if it is not healthy, your body is full of darkness. 
35Therefore consider whether the light in you is not darkness. 36If 

then your whole body is full of light, with no part of it in darkness, it 

will be as full of light as when a lamp gives you light with its rays.’  

 

The word of the lord 

  

Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

The collect for Proper 25 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 

and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us 

love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Wednesday October 28, 2020 
 

Please turn to page 767. We’ll say Psalm 119:49-72 together. 

Zayin Memor esto verbi tui 

 

49 Remember your word to your servant, * 

       because you have given me hope. 

 

50 This is my comfort in my trouble, * 

       that your promise gives me life. 

 

51 The proud have derided me cruelly, * 

       but I have not turned from your law. 

 

52 When I remember your judgments of old, * 

        O Lord, I take great comfort. 

 

53 I am filled with a burning rage, * 

       because of the wicked who forsake your law. 

 

54 Your statutes have been like songs to me * 
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       wherever I have lived as a stranger. 

 

55 I remember your Name in the night, O Lord, * 

       and dwell upon your law. 

 

56 This is how it has been with me, * 

       because I have kept your commandments. 

Heth Portio mea, Domine 

57 You only are my portion, O Lord *                                                                           

        I have promised to keep your words. 

58 I entreat you with all my heart, * 

       be merciful to me according to your promise. 

 

59 I have considered my ways * 

       and turned my feet toward your decrees. 

 

60 I hasten and do not tarry * 

       to keep your commandments. 

 

61 Though the cords of the wicked entangle me, * 

       I do not forget your law. 

 

62 At midnight I will rise to give you thanks, * 

       because of your righteous judgments. 

 

63 I am a companion of all who fear you * 

       and of those who keep your commandments. 

 

64 The earth, O Lord, is full of your love; * 

        instruct me in your statutes. 

Teth Bonitatem fecisti 

 

65 O Lord, you have dealt graciously with your servant, * 

       according to your word. 

 

66 Teach me discernment and knowledge, * 
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       for I have believed in your commandments. 

 

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, * 

       but now I keep your word. 

 

68 You are good and you bring forth good; * 

       instruct me in your statutes. 

 

69 The proud have smeared me with lies, * 

       but I will keep your commandments with my whole heart. 

 

70 Their heart is gross and fat, * 

       but my delight is in your law. 

 

71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted, * 

       that I might learn your statutes. 

 

72 The law of your mouth is dearer to me * 

       than thousands in gold and silver. 

 

 

 

The first lesson is from Sirach 28:14-26 

 
14 Slander* has shaken many, 

   and scattered them from nation to nation; 

it has destroyed strong cities, 

   and overturned the houses of the great.  
15 Slander* has driven virtuous women from their homes, 

   and deprived them of the fruit of their toil.  
16 Those who pay heed to slander* will not find rest, 

   nor will they settle down in peace.  
17 The blow of a whip raises a welt, 

   but a blow of the tongue crushes the bones.  
18 Many have fallen by the edge of the sword, 

   but not as many as have fallen because of the tongue.  
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19 Happy is one who is protected from it, 

   who has not been exposed to its anger, 

who has not borne its yoke, 

   and has not been bound with its fetters.  
20 For its yoke is a yoke of iron, 

   and its fetters are fetters of bronze;  
21 its death is an evil death, 

   and Hades is preferable to it.  
22 It has no power over the godly; 

   they will not be burned in its flame.  
23 Those who forsake the Lord will fall into its power; 

   it will burn among them and will not be put out. 

It will be sent out against them like a lion; 

   like a leopard it will mangle them. 
24a As you fence in your property with thorns, 
25b   so make a door and a bolt for your mouth. 
24b As you lock up your silver and gold, 
25a   so make balances and scales for your words.  
26 Take care not to err with your tongue,* 

   and fall victim to one lying in wait.  

 

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 

The second lesson is from Revelation 12:1-6 

 
1A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 

with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 

stars. 2She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in the 

agony of giving birth. 3Then another portent appeared in heaven: a 

great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems 

on his heads. 4His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and 

threw them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman 

who was about to bear a child, so that he might devour her child as 

soon as it was born. 5And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who 
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is to rule* all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was 

snatched away and taken to God and to his throne; 6and the woman 

fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, so 

that there she can be nourished for one thousand two hundred and 

sixty days.  

  

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 

The third lesson is from Luke 11:37-52 

 
37 While he was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him; 

so he went in and took his place at the table. 38The Pharisee was 

amazed to see that he did not first wash before dinner. 39Then the 

Lord said to him, ‘Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup 

and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 
40You fools! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside 

also? 41So give for alms those things that are within; and see, 

everything will be clean for you.  
42 ‘But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of 

all kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you 

ought to have practiced, without neglecting the others. 43Woe to you 

Pharisees! For you love to have the seat of honor in the synagogues 

and to be greeted with respect in the market-places. 44Woe to you! 

For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them 

without realizing it.’  
45 One of the lawyers answered him, ‘Teacher, when you say these 

things, you insult us too.’ 46And he said, ‘Woe also to you lawyers! 

For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves 

do not lift a finger to ease them. 47Woe to you! For you build the 

tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed. 48So you are 

witnesses and approve of the deeds of your ancestors; for they killed 

them, and you build their tombs. 49Therefore also the Wisdom of 

God said, “I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom 

they will kill and persecute”, 50so that this generation may be 
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charged with the blood of all the prophets shed since the foundation 

of the world, 51from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, 

who perished between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it 

will be charged against this generation. 52Woe to you lawyers! For 

you have taken away the key of knowledge; you did not enter 

yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.’  

    

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

 

The collect for Proper 25 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 

and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us 

love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday October 29, 2020 
 

Please turn to page 654. We’ll say Psalm 50 together 

50 Deus deorum 

 

1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * 

     he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
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2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 

     God reveals himself in glory. 

 

3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 

     before him there is a consuming flame, 

     and round about him a raging storm. 

 

4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 

      to witness the judgment of his people. 

 

5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 

       those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with 

sacrifice." 

 

6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 

     for God himself is judge. 

 

7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 

   "O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 

        for I am God, your God. 

 

8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 

     your offerings are always before me. 

 

9 I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, * 

     nor he-goats out of your pens; 

 

10 For all the beasts of the forest are mine, * 

      the herds in their thousands upon the hills. 

11 I know every bird in the sky, * 

       and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 

 

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * 

       for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 

 

13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, * 

       or drink the blood of goats? 
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14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

       and make good your vows to the Most High. 

 

15 Call upon me in the day of trouble; * 

       I will deliver you, and you shall honor me." 

 

16 But to the wicked God says: * 

       "Why do you recite my statutes, 

       and take my covenant upon your lips; 

 

17 Since you refuse discipline, * 

       and toss my words behind your back? 

 

18 When you see a thief, you make him your friend, * 

        and you cast in your lot with adulterers. 

 

19 You have loosed your lips for evil, * 

       and harnessed your tongue to a lie. 

 

20 You are always speaking evil of your brother * 

       and slandering your own mother's son. 

 

21 These things you have done, and I kept still, * 

       and you thought that I am like you." 

 

22 "I have made my accusation; * 

         I have put my case in order before your eyes. 

 

23 Consider this well, you who forget God, * 

       lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 

24 Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; * 

        but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of 

God. 

 

 

 

 

The first lesson is from Sirach 31:12-18,31:25-32:2 
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12 Are you seated at the table of the great?* 

   Do not be greedy at it, 

   and do not say, ‘How much food there is here!’  
13 Remember that a greedy eye is a bad thing. 

   What has been created more greedy than the eye? 

   Therefore it sheds tears for any reason.  
14 Do not reach out your hand for everything you see, 

   and do not crowd your neighbor* at the dish.  
15 Judge your neighbor’s feelings by your own, 

   and in every matter be thoughtful.  
16 Eat what is set before you like a well-bred person,* 

   and do not chew greedily, or you will give offence.  
17 Be the first to stop, as befits good manners, 

   and do not be insatiable, or you will give offence.  
18 If you are seated among many others, 

   do not help yourself* before they do.  

 
25 Do not try to prove your strength by wine-drinking, 

   for wine has destroyed many.  
26 As the furnace tests the work of the smith,* 

   so wine tests hearts when the insolent quarrel.  
27 Wine is very life to human beings 

   if taken in moderation. 

What is life to one who is without wine? 

   It has been created to make people happy.  
28 Wine drunk at the proper time and in moderation 

   is rejoicing of heart and gladness of soul.  
29 Wine drunk to excess leads to bitterness of spirit, 

   to quarrels and stumbling.  
30 Drunkenness increases the anger of a fool to his own hurt, 

   reducing his strength and adding wounds.  
31 Do not reprove your neighbor at a banquet of wine, 

   and do not despise him in his merrymaking; 

speak no word of reproach to him, 

   and do not distress him by making demands of him.  
32If they make you master of the feast, do not exalt yourself; 

   be among them as one of their number. 

Take care of them first and then sit down;  
2   when you have fulfilled all your duties, take your place, 
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so that you may be merry along with them 

   and receive a garland for your excellent leadership.  

 

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

The second lesson is from Revelation 12:7-17 
 

7 And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought 

against the dragon. The dragon and his angels fought back, 8but they 

were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in 

heaven. 9The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, 

who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—

he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down 

with him.  
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, 

‘Now have come the salvation and the power 

 and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah,* 

 for the accuser of our comrades* has been thrown down, 

 who accuses them day and night before our God.  
 11 But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 

 and by the word of their testimony, 

 for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.  
 12 Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell in them! 

 But woe to the earth and the sea, 

 for the devil has come down to you  

 with great wrath, 

 because he knows that his time is short!’  

 13 So when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the 

earth, he pursued* the woman who had given birth to the male child. 
14But the     woman was given the two wings of the great eagle, so 

that she could fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to her place 

where she is 
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nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15Then from his 

mouth the serpent poured water like a river after the woman, to 

sweep her 

away with the flood. 16But the earth came to the help of the woman; 

it opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had 

poured 

from his mouth. 17Then the dragon was angry with the woman, and 

went off to make war on the rest of her children, those who keep the 

commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus.  
    

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 

The third lesson is from Luke 11:53-12:12 

 
53 When he went outside, the scribes and the Pharisees began to be 

very hostile towards him and to cross-examine him about many 

things, 54lying in wait for him, to catch him in something he might 

say.  

121Meanwhile, when the crowd gathered in thousands, so that they 

trampled on one another, he began to speak first to his disciples, 

‘Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, that is, their hypocrisy. 
2Nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing 

secret that will not become known. 3Therefore whatever you have 

said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have 

whispered behind closed doors will be proclaimed from the 

housetops.  
4 ‘I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and 

after that can do nothing more. 5But I will warn you whom to fear: 

fear him who, after he has killed, has authority* to cast into hell.* 

Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6Are not five sparrows sold for two 

pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. 7But even 

the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of 

more value than many sparrows.  
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8 ‘And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before others, the 

Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God; 9but 

whoever denies me before others will be denied before the angels of 

God. 10And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man 

will be forgiven; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit 

will not be forgiven. 11When they bring you before the synagogues, 

the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about how* you are to 

defend yourselves or what you are to say; 12for the Holy Spirit will 

teach you at that very hour what you ought to say.’  

    

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 

The collect for Proper 25 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 

and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us 

love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Friday October 30, 2020 
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Please turn to page 640. We’ll say Psalm 40 and 54 together 

40 Expectans, expectavi 

 

1 I waited patiently upon the Lord; * 

    he stooped to me and heard my cry. 

 

2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; * 

    he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 

 

3 He put a new song in my mouth, 

  a song of praise to our God; * 

    many shall see, and stand in awe, 

    and put their trust in the Lord. 

 

4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! * 

    they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 

 

5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God! 

   how great your wonders and your plans for us! * 

     there is none who can be compared with you. 

 

6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! * 

    but they are more than I can count. 

 

7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * 

    (you have given me ears to hear you); 

 

8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * 

    and so I said, "Behold, I come. 

 

9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * 

    'I love to do your will, O my God; 

    your law is deep in my heart.'" 

 

10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * 

     behold, I did not restrain my lips; 

     and that, O Lord, you know. 

 

11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; 
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    I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; * 

      I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great 

congregation. 

12 You are the Lord; 

    do not withhold your compassion from me; * 

      let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever, 

 

13 For innumerable troubles have crowded upon me; 

    my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see; * 

      they are more in number than the hairs of my head, 

      and my heart fails me. 

 

14 Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; * 

      O Lord, make haste to help me. 

 

15 Let them be ashamed and altogether dismayed 

    who seek after my life to destroy it; * 

      let them draw back and be disgraced who take pleasure in my 

misfortune. 

 

16 Let those who say "Aha!" and gloat over me be confounded, * 

      because they are ashamed. 

 

17 Let all who seek you rejoice in you and be glad; * 

      let those who love your salvation continually say, 

      "Great is the Lord!" 

 

18 Though I am poor and afflicted, * 

       the Lord will have regard for me. 

 

19 You are my helper and my deliverer; * 

       do not tarry, O my God. 

Please turn to page 659 for Psalm 54. 

 

54 Deus, in nomine 

 

1 Save me, O God, by your Name; * 
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    in your might, defend my cause. 

 

2 Hear my prayer, O God; * 

    give ear to the words of my mouth. 

 

3 For the arrogant have risen up against me, 

   and the ruthless have sought my life, * 

     those who have no regard for God. 

 

4 Behold, God is my helper; * 

     it is the Lord who sustains my life. 

 

5 Render evil to those who spy on me; * 

     in your faithfulness, destroy them. 

6 I will offer you a freewill sacrifice * 

     and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good. 

 

7 For you have rescued me from every trouble, * 

     and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes. 

 

 

 

The first lesson is from Sirach 34:1-8,18-22 

 

341The senseless have vain and false hopes, 

   and dreams give wings to fools.  
2 As one who catches at a shadow and pursues the wind, 

   so is anyone who believes in* dreams.  
3 What is seen in dreams is but a reflection, 

   the likeness of a face looking at itself.  
4 From an unclean thing what can be clean? 

   And from something false what can be true?  
5 Divinations and omens and dreams are unreal, 

   and like a woman in labor, the mind has fantasies.  
6 Unless they are sent by intervention from the Most High, 

   pay no attention to them.  
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7 For dreams have deceived many, 

   and those who put their hope in them have perished.  
8 Without such deceptions the law will be fulfilled, 

   and wisdom is complete in the mouth of the faithful.  

 
18   To whom does he look? And who is his support?  
19 The eyes of the Lord are on those who love him, 

   a mighty shield and strong support, 

a shelter from scorching wind and a shade from noonday sun, 

   a guard against stumbling and a help against falling.  
20 He lifts up the soul and makes the eyes sparkle; 

   he gives health and life and blessing.  

 
21 If one sacrifices ill-gotten goods, the offering is blemished;*  
22   the gifts* of the lawless are not acceptable.  

 

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 
 

 

 

 

The second lesson is from Revelation 13:1-10 

 

131And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and 

seven heads; and on its horns were ten diadems, and on its heads 

were blasphemous names. 2And the beast that I saw was like a 

leopard, its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s 

mouth. And the dragon gave it his power and his throne and great 

authority. 3One of its heads seemed to have received a death-blow, 

but its mortal wound* had been healed. In amazement the whole 

earth followed the beast. 4They worshipped the dragon, for he had 

given his authority to the beast, and they worshipped the beast, 

saying, ‘Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?’  
5 The beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous 

words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two 

months. 6It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, 

blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in 
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heaven. 7Also, it was allowed to make war on the saints and to 

conquer them.* It was given authority over every tribe and people 

and language and nation, 8and all the inhabitants of the earth will 

worship it, everyone whose name has not been written from the 

foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was 

slaughtered.*  
9 Let anyone who has an ear listen:  
10 If you are to be taken captive, 

   into captivity you go; 

if you kill with the sword, 

   with the sword you must be killed. 

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.  

    

 

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 

The third lesson is from Luke 12:13-31 

 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to 

divide the family inheritance with me.’ 14But he said to him, ‘Friend, 

who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?’ 15And he said to 

them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for 

one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’ 16Then 

he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced 

abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I 

have no place to store my crops?” 18Then he said, “I will do this: I 

will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 

all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you 

have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.” 20But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life 

is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose 

will they be?” 21So it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich towards God.’  
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22 He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 

your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 
23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 
24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 

storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more 

value are you than the birds! 25And can any of you by worrying add 

a single hour to your span of life?* 26If then you are not able to do so 

small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? 27Consider 

the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;* yet I tell you, 

even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 
28But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 

and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he 

clothe you—you of little faith! 29And do not keep striving for what 

you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. 
30For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, 

and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive for his* 

kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  

 

The word of the Lord 

  

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

The collect for Proper 25 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 

and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us 

love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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