
1 

 

In the time of Jesus… the Sadducees and the Pharisees… Disagreed 

Social… Religious… Philosophical… Ritualistic…  

 

The Sadducees rejected the oral Torah...  

So what if that’s how God’s word was spread for thousands of years 

If it wasn’t in the scrolls… it didn't count. 

And… They rejected the prophets…  

But worst of all… they rejected resurrection from the dead… 

No life after death… 

That’s why they’re sad you see… the Sadducees 

 

So they had to discredit Jesus… with a trap question… 

 

You know about trap questions? 
 

Congressman! Yes or no! Have you stopped beating your wife? 

 

Or when your significant other asks… 

Who’s better looking… me or my cousin? 

You… of course… 

So my cousin’s ugly? 

Err… no…. 

So you think they’re cute? 

Uhhh…  

 

So here’s the Sadducees scenario … 

A man dies… his brother marries his wife… then the brother dies  

So… another brother marries her… and it’s good… until he dies…  

It goes on and on like this… the next brother/husband dies…  

Another brother marries her… then dies… 

until she racks up seven husbands! Got it? Good! 

 

Then they spring the trap! 

When they all get to heaven… which brother will be her husband? 
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How many of you… think it should be the first husband? 

How many think it should be the Last? 

How many think it should be all of them? 

Really? Seven wives… in your vision of heaven?  

 

Now keep in mind… 

The Sadducees didn’t believe in resurrection of the dead… 

They believed in a place called Sheol…  

Sheol… is a place of darkness… 

Where all the dead go… the righteous and the unrighteous… 

regardless of the moral choices made in life… 

a place of stillness and darkness… cut off from life…  

separated from God. 

 

No wonder the Sadducees were Sad…  you see? 

 

So the very nature… of the Sadducees trap question… 

Is based on a doctrine… they completely rejected… 

 

So which man will be her husband? 

 

Jesus answer… is amazing…  

 

Marriage is a major preoccupation here, but not there.  

Those who are included… in the resurrection of the dead  

will no longer be concerned with marriage 

nor, of course, with death.  

They will have better things to think about, if you can believe it.  

All ecstasies and intimacies then will be with God. 

 

Indeed they cannot die anymore,  

because they are like angels and are children of God,  

being children of the resurrection. 
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Jesus used the trap question… to illustrate something far greater. 

That resurrection… is real.  

That there is life after death. 

That the faithful will be like angels! 
 

Our personal images of heaven… our expectation of the afterlife… 

Are formed with earthly imagination 

And therefore… are radically limited. 

Heaven is beyond human understanding 

It is perhaps the greatest of all mysteries 

But it doesn’t stop us from trying! 
 

I Googled… Movies about Heaven… 51 titles popped up 

Seventh Heaven… Highway to Heaven… Just Like Heaven…  

Days of Heaven… Children of Heaven… Heaven Can Wait… 

I’m not surprised… People want to know about heaven! 

But it’s beyond human understanding… Impossible!  

But doesn’t stop us. We want to know! 

Especially… when we’re having a bad day… 
 

Like Job… 
 

In the first reading, Job was commiserating with his friends 

Trying to figure out why he was taken down… so low… 

One tragedy after another…  

His land… his children... his fortune… his home… all gone!  

And yet… his faith in God fills his broken heart 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives, 

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; 

and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

then in my flesh I shall see God, 

whom I shall see on my side, 

and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
 

Now that is a biblical vision of heaven… I Shall See God… 
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But there are others who placed their hope in God… 

The author of the Psalm we read/sung… 
 

Confident that he has done no wrong in the face of accusers,  

the Psalmist echoes the voice of Job  

as he calls on God to hear his plea of innocence.  

His prayer comes from lips that do not lie.  

Inviting God to weigh his heart  

and melt him down as an assayer judges gold,  

he is confident that God will be just.  

Keep me as the apple of your eye…  

hide me under the shadow of your wings! 
 

and in that context… 

The people of Abraham Isaac and Jacob 

Met the Son of God… 

And Jesus proclaimed… Resurrection of the Dead is real! 

After dying on the cross… for our sins… Proved it… 

By coming back from the dead… and walking among us… 
 

Heaven isn’t what we think it is… 

It’s not what we read in books or see in movies… 

It’s not just… an end to suffering... or raising up the honest… 

It’s not the destruction of evil… the end of hate… 
 

It is… meeting the God of all creation… 

The God of Love… 

Face to face…  

And being recognized… 

As God’s beloved… 

For ever… 
 

Unimaginable!  
 

It is the foundation of hope… for every living creature… 
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Will the streets really be paved in gold? 

Will we recognize our relatives and friends?  

Will they know who we are?  

Will we be able to watch our loved ones who are still living? 

 

No one knows… 

But why not? 

Why can’t we have a vision of heaven? 

Couldn’t it be incentive for us? 

Couldn’t it help troubled souls turn away from evil? 

Couldn’t it inspire us to end sin in the world? 

 

a young boy sits at the dinner table… 

a plate is in front of him. 

With Brussel sprouts… 

In the center of the table is dessert… 

A sumptuous five-layer chocolate cake… 

 

How can he possibly finish his vegetables? 

With dessert looming so gloriously? 

 

We need encouragement… 

And… we need to encourage others… 
 

Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians…. 
 

God picked you out… as his… from the very start.  

Think of it:  

 

Included in God’s original plan of salvation  

by the bond of faith in the living truth.  
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This is the life of the Spirit he invited you to  

through the Message we delivered 

in which you get in on  

the glory of our Master, Jesus Christ. 

So, friends… 

take a firm stand… feet on the ground… and head high.  

Keep a tight grip on what you were taught… 

whether in personal conversation… or by our letter. 

May Jesus himself… and God our Father…. 

who reached out in love… 

and surprised you with gifts of unending help and confidence… 

put a fresh heart in you… invigorate your work… 

enliven your speech. 
 

The Collect… the Prayer I read at the beginning of today’s service… 

Sums it up nicely… 
 

O God,  

whose blessed Son came into the world 

that he might destroy the works of the devil 

and make us children of God 

and heirs of eternal life:  
 

Grant… 

That… having this hope,  

we may purify ourselves as he is pure;  
 

That… 

when he comes again with power and great glory, 

we may be made like him 

in his eternal and glorious kingdom;  
 

where he lives and reigns… with you… and the Holy Spirit,  

one God… for ever and ever.  

Amen. 


