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This Sunday… is Pentecost Sunday 
And it’s one of the great feast days of the church year. 
It’s not a big public holiday…  
like Christmas… and Easter… 
It’s one of our lesser-known feast days…  
All Saints, Epiphany, Ascension, and Trinity…  
And it makes me a little sad,  
because Pentecost is a really big deal 
Pentecost is the birthday… of the church! 
Before Pentecost, it was just a band of brothers and sisters 
Following Jesus… 
But on Pentecost, the church was born! 
And wasn’t a ribbon cutting with giant scissors 
Or a gold shovel taking the first bite out of a building site 
Or inflatable-arm flailing tube men at a grand opening 
No 
The beginning of the church was truly magnificent 
the Holy Spirit… 
Came down from heaven  
And landed right on the apostle’s heads 
tongues of fire started shooting from the tops of their heads It could only 
be… God!  
Raining his presence onto them 
Setting their hearts on fire 
 
That’s Pentecost! The Church on Fire! 
 
But it wasn’t a destructive fire…  
More like Moses and the burning bush?  
That plant burned ever so brightly…  
without burning a single leaf 
Fueled by the very presence of God 
The Holy Spirit was poured out on those believers 
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Filling them with power  
Now… they could take the Good News to the whole world 
 
And that is exactly what they did! 
And they did it with the urgency of a raging fire 
They immediately went to work 
And what a work it was! 
 
Their very first action 
Was to stand in front a bunch of travelers  
from places now called…  
Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Egypt, Italy, Saudi Arabia and the Greek Islands 
 
different languages… customs… laws… races… 
 
Those apostles… stood in front of them all… 
And told them… the Good News 
The story of God… and his Son Jesus 
They told him about his miraculous birth… 
How the heavens opened at his baptism… 
and they themselves heard the voice of God… 
 
This is my Son! My Beloved! Listen to him! 
 
They told how Jesus gave sight to the blind… ears to the deaf… 
healed incurable diseases… cast out demons…  
Taught them from Holy Scripture… loved them… 
Loved them so much… he was tried… crucified… and died  
for their sins…  
 
They told how he the rose from the dead…  
and came back... to walk with them… talked with them… eat with them.  
Love them! 
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And they listened… in their own native languages… 
And they heard them… with complete clarity… 
 

And in that moment… those very different people were united… 
No longer divided by their differences…  
But joined together by God 
Now United in common faith… Connected by common revelation 
 

That Jesus Christ, was God’s one and only Son 
Sent to us, to save us from our sins 
And provide the way to everlasting life 

 

One people… United in love… in the power of the Holy Spirit 
 

It came like the wind… And it surrounded them 
And they were able to do things that only God could do. 
Because they were in the Spirit. 
 

All of us… need that Spirit… right now…   
Maybe… more than ever before… 
 

Doubters say… 
It doesn’t happen anymore 
That won’t happen here 
All those big miracles… they ended in the first century 
That Holy Spirit isn’t here with us 
Not any more… 
 

Living in isolation… may foster fear and doubt… 
According to a leading genomics researcher 
 

We’re literally more likely to die, more likely to get cancer,  
more likely to get heart attacks, more likely to get Alzheimer’s disease, 
and more vulnerable to viral infections, when we’re lonely. 
 

But it can also be a gateway to God’s Presence… and the Holy Spirit  
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Father Angelus, is a Benedictine monk who lives in isolation 
at St. Andrews Abbey on the edge of California’s vast Mojave Desert. 
When was asked if he got lonely, he said, Sure.  
Then he added this advice… 
 
Be gentle with yourself.  
Be patient.  
Patience is something that’s quite difficult to do… 
patience simply means… to be able to sit with our suffering.  
Most of us struggle with that. 
But in that struggle… we sometimes forget… 
That while isolation does take… it can also give:  
The space has been created for dreaming. 
The space has been created for allowing our mind to wander. 
You’re not worried about the next thing… 
because the next thing isn’t happening. 
 
The Holy Spirit is here  
Even more prominently… in our isolation. 
The Holy Spirit is here for us…  
Right now!  When our need is great! 
 
Look around! 
We are apart… but we are united in the Holy Spirit 
We are separated… but we are united in prayer 
We are afraid… but we are united in hope 
We are united in God the Father 
We are united in Jesus, the Son of God 
We are united in God, the Holy Spirit 
 
The first gift given to the church… On that first Pentecost… 
Is still with us… 


