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When I read the gospel lesson I got to thinking 

Where are we supposed to sit at a wedding? 

I know that ushers are there to seat everyone 

And I’m somewhat familiar with Episcopal weddings 

 

The Groom on the right, the bride on the left 

Their families take the first few rows 

Their friends sit behind the families 

 

But it’s not always that way 

In Jewish weddings, for instance, they switch sides 

The bride on the right and the groom on the left 

 

I read… at Chinese weddings, there is no seating order 

Sit anywhere you can 

 

Where you sit can be important… 

 

For example, if you’re in a private limousine in Manhattan 

The power seat is the right rear. 

Closest to the curb, first in and first out 

And if you watch movies, they usually get this right 

I guess that’s because movie executive ride in limos a lot 

And it’s important to them to express their power 

By where they sit 

 

I once attended a seminar… how to make a movie 

A big part of it was on promotion 

They told us how to appear in a publicity photo 

When facing the camera, move to the right end of the line 

That way your name is first in the caption underneath 
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But there’s more… 

Right before the photographer snaps the shot 

Raise your right hand and point at some distant object 

Other will see your hand move and look where you point 

You will appear to be explaining things to the others 

You will be the power person in the photograph 

As for those who don’t look where you point 

They simply appear clueless. 

 

Sometimes seating arrangements are beyond me 

 

Years ago, a tenor in our choir told me about his son. 

He was a waiter in an exclusive South Beach Restaurant 

One day, Ralph Lauren came in with his entourage. 

And they were seated 

 

But when Calvin Klein came in and asked for his table 

But there was a problem. 

 

Ralph Lauren was already sitting there! 

 

You don’t just move someone that important 

And you don’t leave someone that important standing 

 

In the words of my friend’s son, It was ugly… 

 

It’s hard for me to understand  

how sitting a table a few feet away 

could ruin your day 

but for some… 

seats control power 
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in fairness… 

There is comfort in knowing where your seat is  

Most of you sit in the same pew every week 

You know the people around you 

You may even refer to it as your seat 

 

And woe to the person who grabs it before you get here 

 

We’ve all heard the stories 

A first time visitor finds a seat 

Then someone tells them they have to move 

Their sitting in their seat 

So the visitor stands up and walks right out the door 

 

Even the disciples had seating issues 

In Mark 10, James and John petition Jesus  

to sit beside him at the heavenly banquet 

 

Did you know that business coaches that instruct executives 

Where to sit at a conference tables in meetings 

 

The most powerful seat is at the head of the table 

Second is at the foot. 

Sounds like the family dinner table to me… 

The next most influential seats are next to head and foot. 

Where you can whisper to the man or woman in charge 

 

One sdvisor quipped, I Get there early for the best seat 

Just let them try to move me… 
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That’s very different from what Jesus said… 

For all who exalt themselves will be humbled,  

and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

Where we sit does make a difference 

But not in the same way the world sees it 

 

Society says 

Scratch and claw you way to the top 

Crush everyone in your way 

Trample your enemies 

Take no prisoners 

 

God helps them who help themselves, right? 

 

Wrong. 

 

God never said that. 

It’s not in the bible 

Benjamin Franklin made it popular 

Although he probably got it from an ancient Greek drama 

 

It emphasizes the importance of self-initiative 

Jesus emphasizes the importance of divine obedience 

 

Humble yourself… and be lifted up… 

Or claim importance… and be disgraced… 

 

Oh how the mighty have fallen 

And oh, how it will continue 

And it’s been going on for centuries! 
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In the reading from Sirach we heard 

Arrogance is hateful to the Lord and to mortals, 

and injustice is outrageous to both. 

 

In Psalm 112 that we read/sang 

 

They have given freely to the poor 

And their righteousness stands fast for ever 

They will hold up their head with honor 

 

The wicked will see it and be angry 

They will gnash their teeth and pine away 

The desires of the wicked will perish 

 

Where do you really want to sit? 

 

Maybe the real question here… 

Is not… which seat? 

But which room? 

 

I think that’s better question… 

Would you rather have the great seats for Tiny Tim 

Or the back of the balcony to hear real angels singing 

 

The best table at the finest restaurant in Paris? 

Or any empty seat at the heavenly feast 

 

Would you rather be front and center in hell 

Or a fly on the wall in heaven? 
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Want to be truly exalted? Then humble yourself! 

 

Jesus went on to tell us how 

When you give a luncheon or a dinner,  

do not invite your friends or your brothers 

or your relatives or rich neighbors,  

in case they may invite you in return,  

and you would be repaid.  

But when you give a banquet,  

invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And 

you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you,  

for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. 

 

You see it’s not just about the seat we take 

It’s also about the seats we give 

 

Taking the lowest seat is humbling 

But giving our seat away can be even more humbling 

 

Why do it? 

Because having a seat, any seat, at God’s table 

Is way better than a $10K suite at the worlds best hotel 

It’s better than flying on your own private $10M jet 

or cruising aboard your own $100m ocean liner 

 

Surrender your seat to someone who really needs it 

Help a person in need 

Let someone else go ahead of you in line 

 

And you’ll be reserving a seat 

in a place called heaven. 


