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There is no shortage of spectacular weddings these days 
Whether they’re celebrity extravaganzas 
Or full-scale productions with the entire bridal party dancing up the aisle 
Hoping their YouTube video goes viral 
 
As a priest, I get to lots of weddings 
Some are small and intimate 
Others are lavish spectacles 
 
I read about a Russian Couple whose wedding was called: 
Lavish, opulent, extravagant, decadent, outrageous and “frankly, insane” 
Guests were transported by a fleet of Rolls-Royces and Bentleys;  
venues covered floor-to ceiling in elaborate displays of fresh flowers. 
The bride, decked out in glittering diamonds  
wore a custom-beaded dress with a massive train. 
The 25 pound gown was so heavy… she couldn’t walk without help. 
Music? Live performances by Jennifer Lopez, Sting, Enrique Iglesias 
As they feasted on a towering, nine-tiered wedding cake. 
The cost? One Billion Dollars! 
 
In our gospel reading, Jesus told a parable about another royal wedding 
But weddings today… Even billion dollar ones…  
pale in comparison to royal weddings in the ancient world 
 
First of all… Ancient kings had enormous support staff 
Hundreds and hundreds of slaves 
Plus armies of soldiers at their beck and call 
Power to level entire villages with just a few words…  
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Besides… ancient marriages were not about falling in love 
Marriages began with contractual agreements between two fathers 
Women were property, traded like land or livestock. 
Only after the deal was signed did the couple get to know each other  
Hopefully… they would fall in love… 
But if not…  
the groom could cancel the contract…  
without penalty… 
 
Women married young: 11, 12, 13 years old 
And immediately started having children… one a year for a decade 
 
Marriage as we know it… only dates back to the 12th century 
 
In Jesus’ time, marriages were domestic, civil affairs 
There might have been a rabbi or a priest present 
But there was no declaration of consent… no vows… no blessing… 
 
Jesus may have turned water into wine at a wedding feast… 
But he did not preach or there… 
 
So once the fathers agreed to the terms… they would invite people 
Not with engraved invitations… but verbally…  
There’s a wedding at my palace… right now! 
Stop working, put on a proper wedding garment, and go quickly! 
And everybody showed up… 
Not going would have been a great insult! 
And there would have been consequences for no shows… 
 
Another difference? 
wedding feasts didn’t take a few hours… they lasted for several days! 
Talk about a party!   
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There are significant differences  
between 1st century weddings… and 21st century weddings 
 
Especially as they apply to expectations 
 
In the old world, people understood the standards…  
wear a proper unstained, unwrinkled wedding garment. 
 
They weren’t shocked when that lout was thrown into the outer darkness 
for wearing the wrong clothes.  
 
If we showed up at Westminster Abbey for William and Kate’s nuptials 
in torn t-shirts, cargo shorts & flip-flops…  
We too would have been summarily dispatched. 
 
So… no surprise… the powerful king… tossed the guy into the street 
Your not dissing me and my family… not today… 
 
At first glance, this parable seems laced with brutality and violence… 
Seemingly unjustified… 
After all… all they did was make other plans or wear the wrong shirt 
Pretty harsh punishment for such minor offenses… 
 
But this is a parable… created by God to reveal great truth 
And the theme that crosses through time 
Is about participation, or lack of it. 
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Marvin McMinkle wrote… 
 
Some people call themselves Christians 
But are very much like the people in the parable 
They refuse the invitation from God.  
They want the safe, soft side of discipleship,  

but shy away from the more difficult work of outreach.  
They want blessings from God, 

but can’t be found when there’s work to do.  
They won’t miss a free dinner at the church,  

but they’re unwilling to hand out groceries at the food pantry.  
They want peace on earth,  

but they won’t work toward that end. 
They want to end world hunger,  

but they won’t miss a meal or make a contribution to that end. 
 
 
When the king’s first invited guests refused his invitation,  
he did what many coaches on sports teams will do; 
he shifted the lineup that was on the field. 
 
When a coach sees players losing energy, focus or a desire to win 
He doesn’t raise the white flag and quit. 
He benches those players and puts in people who will follow him… to 
victory! 
 
Jesus wanted those disciples… and us… to know… 
God has the authority… and the ability…  
to bench anyone who refuses his invitation to serve. 
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Most of our institutions have restrictions and limitations on admission. 
Harvard University received 43,330 applications for the class of 2022. 
Less than 4.5% were admitted. 
Harvard doesn’t say, “Come unto me, all that are weary and burdened.” 
Even public universities reject a third of applicants. 
 
There is no institution or organization that I know of 
where anybody… and everybody… can freely come,  
whether they are good or bad. 
 
That’s rule number one with Jesus;  
the Lord takes anybody who shows up. 
 
Our God does not act like the king in today’s story…  
although he could.  
 
Our God doesn’t enforce dress code or kill us for ignoring him. 
 
Instead…  
our God invites us again and again,  
over and over,  
ever hopeful…  
that one day… 
we will say…  
yes.  
I will come to the party.  
I will wear the right clothes.  
I will participate 
I will do…  
whatever you want me to do… 
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I believe there is a moment 
In the life of every person 
When they realize 
That everything they have done to this point 
Has been directing them into something greater 
 
I believe that every one of us… has had… or will have…  
such a moment  
 
when we come to realize…  
that we have been sending regrets… to God’s invitations. 
 
We clothe ourselves with self-worth… and self-righteousness… 
I’m a good person.  
I try to do the right things 
 
And fail to recognize the blessings that God has given us  
 
And in that moment… 
When we make the choice… 
To honor the King of all creation 
To participate in all that God offers us 
To be a citizen of the kingdom of God 
Right now… 
And not wait till we get to heaven… 
 
We are transformed into new creations 
We become God’s hand and feet and eyes and ears in this world 
And heaven starts now! 
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Lauren Winner is teacher, and writer, and an Episcopal Priest 
 
She has a favorite line of poetry 
That captures the essence of where this parable can take us. 
 
Everything inessential in my life is falling away 
And something else is calling. 
 
Everything inessential in my life is falling away 
And something else is calling. 
 
God is inviting us all… 
To the greatest party in the universe… 
Please… RSVP… YES! 
 


