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Today… I return to the gospel reading  

from the first Sunday in Lent 

 

The Temptation of Christ… 

Remember? 

 

Jesus was taken into the wild by the Spirit for a Test.  

And the Devil was ready to give it.  

Jesus prepared for the Test by fasting for 40 days and 40 nights. 

Afterwards… he was famished  

The Devil took advantage of it  

Since you are God’s Son,  

turn these stones into loaves of bread. 
 

Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 

It takes more than bread to stay alive.  

It takes a steady stream of words from God’s mouth. 

 

For the second test… the Devil took him to the Holy City.  

He sat him on top of the Temple and said,  

Since you are God’s Son, jump. 

The Devil goaded him with words from the 91st Psalm 

He has placed you in the care of angels.  

They will catch you so you won’t stub your toe on a stone. 
 

Jesus countered with passage from Deuteronomy 

Don’t you dare test the Lord your God. 
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For the third test, the Devil took him to a huge mountain peak 

pointing out all the earth’s kingdoms… how glorious they were.  

They’re yours… lock, stock, and barrel.  

Just kneel down and worship me… and they’re yours… 

 

Jesus barked… 

Beat it, Satan!  

Then a third quote from Deuteronomy 

Worship the Lord your God, and only him.  

Serve him with absolute single-heartedness. 

 

Today… we face… a potentially catastrophic health crisis. 

And there are things we can do… to protect our lives 

And the lives of others… especially the weak… the infirm… 

 

But there is a cost… 

No basketball. No baseball. No golf. 

No concerts… or banquets... or festivals… 

 

But not everyone is on board. 

People want things the way they were… 

So they go on with their lives…as if nothing has changed… 

I can do this… because God will take care of me… 

 

But in the gospel reading… Jesus… clearly said… 

 

Do not put the Lord your God to the test. 

 

And denying the magnitude of Coronavirus 

Is definitely putting God to the test! 
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Because God… through his doctors and nurses and scientists… 

Has revealed his plan… for our survival… 

 

And it’s happening… in LENT! 

A season of penitence and fasting and quiet and prayer 

 

If we are to truly follow Jesus… and if are to thrive  

Then we need to pray more than we need to party. 

 

Try to see this as a gift from God 

where everyone in invited into a season of relationships 

Where distractions are removed 

And there is room for love to bloom and grow. 

 

Try to see the separation 

As a way to conscientiously reach out to each other 

There will be time for quiet 

There will be time for silence 

There will be time for God 

 

And those who choose to embrace this quarantine 

Will actually meet God 

Be protected by God 

And be blessed… 

 

When you face these decisions? 

Who will you listen to? 

The Lord… or the Devil… 

 

Here’s how you can tell the difference… 
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God’s voice will bring conviction, but in love. 

When the enemy speaks,  

his voice brings guilt and condemnation. 

God’s voice will encourage and reassure you.  

The enemy will use fear and discouragement. 

God’s voice will lead you, guide you, and still you.  

The enemy will push you and rush you. 

God’s voice will calm you.  

The enemy will make you obsess and worry. 

God’s voice will bring comfort.  

The enemy’s voice will bring chaos and compromise. 

God’s voice will bring clarity and confirmation.  

The enemy is the author of confusion. 

God’s voice will lead you closer to Jesus Christ.  

The enemy’s voice separates you from the peace of God. 

 

What are you hearing? 

How are you responding? 

 

It is my fervent prayer that this lent… more than any other… 

Will be soul changing… 

God is removing the clutter from our lives 

God is making room to live in us 

Celebrate this time  

Call each other. 

Listen to each other 

Encourage each other 

 

And may peace… be with you! 


